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rabbits from coming here. I desire to sup-
port the motion.
On motion by the Miaister for Works,

debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 11.7 p.m.

Regislative Flssembly,

Thursday, 1ith February, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 pm,
and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’' see ‘‘Votes
aml Proceedings.””)

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Curator of Intestate Estatea.
2, Fleetoral Act Amendment,
Transmitted to the Legislative Couneil.

MOTION — RABBIT PEST, SELECT
COMNITTEE TO INQUIRE.
Debate resumed from the previous day on
the motion by Mr, Swmith, **That in view of
the alarming position ereated by the rabbits,
a select committee of this House be ap-
pointed to immediately inquire into the pre-
sent system adopted by the department for
combating the pest, with a view of recom-
mending more effective methods of deaiing

with this national menace.’’

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B, Lefroy—
Moore) [4.43]: T welcome this motion moved
by the member for North Perth, and am very
pleased to support his request for the ap-
pointment of a select eommittee of this House
to deal with the rabbit question. I am sure
all members recognise that the rabbit repre-
sents a big menace fo Western Australia, and
I agree with the words of the motion that the
position at present is alarming. The time has
arrived when we have to consider whether the
Iands of this country shall produce sheep and
other stock and grow wheat, or produce rab-
bits. Hon. memhers well know the devasta-
tion which has been caused in the Eastern
States by the rabbit pest, how large terri-
tories have been laid waste and the settlers
upon them compelled to abandon their hold-
ings. But T realise that, though this is an
important subject, and one which should be
grappled with, at the same time T would in-
form the House that the Government, through
the Agricultural Department, have a poliey
with regard to it. That policy is to co-operate
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with the farmers and settlers in every possible
way for the destruction of the rabbits, It is
not the province of the Government to destroy
all the rabbits; it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to co-operate in every way, and to assist
farmers and others in dealing with the pest.
1t is no good for settlers and landowners and
others to approach a Minister or a member of
Parlinment when rabbits have been seen on
a particular property, and ask what the Gov-
ernment intend to de. T remember not long
ago being approached on a railway station in
this State by a farmer who said that a rabbit
had been seen on his place, and he wanted to
know what the Government intended to do.
My reply to this man was, *“What are you
going to o??’ He replied that he did not
know, and I told him that the hest thing he
vonld do was to kill that rabbit. The idea
seemed to have gained ground that directly a
rabbit was seen on a property it was the duty
of the owner of that preperty to immediately
communicate with the Government anid request
that someone should be sent from Perth to
kill the rabbit.

Alr. Johmston: The Government are the
owners of land wheré the rabbits are.

The PREMIER: That is the spirit which
has existed all along, and it is the wroug
gpirit. The Government are prepared to do
everything they ean to co-operate with the
tarmers in the eradication of the pest, and it
would be idle for me to say, and it would not
meet with the approval of the House, that the
Government intended to attempt to destroy all
the rabbits, while the people themselves stood
by and looked on. The policy of the Agrieul-
tural Department is to co-operate with the
farmers and others. We have a Rabbit Act
and that Act must be enforced, and if it is
not stringent cnough it must be made more
stringent. The people must be taught to re
cognise their responsibilities in  this matter.
The object of the mieasure is to hring about
the eradication of the pest, and certain penal-
tics are provided if people do not carry out
the provisions of the Aet. Tf the penal sec-
tions of the Act are enforced the people must
not squeal, T well remember the trouble we
had in this State in connection with the eradi-
cation of seab in sheep. Scab is one of the
very worst diseases which ever existed in Awus-
tralia, and Woestern Australia was longer in
eradicating it than any of the other States.
Tt was not until the Seab Act was rigidly en-
forced and the people were made fto recognise
their responsibilities, that the discase was
stamped out. [ may tell hon, membdbers what
seab in sheep really is, becavse many of them
are toe young to have seen anything of the
trouble which existed ie this country maoy
years ago. Scab is considerably worse than
either tick or lice in sheep, and once having
got into the flocks it is most difficult to eradi-
cate, more particularly if all eoncerned are
not compelled to dip and earry out the pro-
visions of the Act. As a result of most rigil
inspection nnd enforcing the Aet, we have had
clean flocks in Western Anstralia for the past
20 xears. Tn 1894, soon after T first entered
this House, with that precociovsness which is
horn of a new memher, T moved for the ap-
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pointment of a select comunittee of both
Houses of Parliament to inquire into the best
means for the eradication of scab. I was
scoffed at to some extent at the time, but 1
had a large majority of the House with me,
I was asked why I considered it necessary to
put inte motion such big machinery and usc
such big guns to endeavour to carry out my
purpose. I stated that the position was so
serious that it was necessary to bring every-
thing one possibly could to bear upon the
question. ‘The select committee was appointed
and met, and went thoroughly inte the ques-
tion. Tt put, it I may say so, the fear of God
into the hearts of these whe were breaking
the law, and it gave further encouragement to
the ingpeetors whoze cofforts had not, up to
then, been properly backed up. In two years
the scab was cradieated from the flocks, and
it bas not been seen sinece. If a select eom-
mittee is appointed to deal with the rabbit
question, 1 hope the result of its efforts will
he similarly sueccssful, T do not for a mo-
ment imagine that we are going to eradicate
the rabhits entirely from the State, but we
can do a great deal to keep them down, and
the menace is so serious that it behoves every-
one in the State who has the country’s inter.
ests at heart to back up the Govermmeat in
their efforts to destroy the scourge. As Isaid
hefore, we must decide whether we shall con-
tinue to grow sheep, cattle and wheat, or
whether we are poing to grow rabbits. Tf
the question is not grappled with, and if the
farmers and others do not realise the serious-
ness of the position, there is ne doubt that
the country will have to be given over to the
rabbits, It is impossible for the Government
to do everything, and moreover, T do not be-
lieve that the House wonld vote the money if
the Government alone had to tackle this ques-
tion; the efforts of the Government will have
to be seconded by the farmers and owners of
land. Tt is the duty of these peonl- to use
every means to co-operate with the Govern-
ment. It is interesting to know that if twe
rabhits—a buek and a doe—are put on to a
piece of country and they are left there to
breed in favourable conditions, in the course
of twelve months those two rabbits will have
multiplied to the extent of 2,000. A rabbit
starts to breed at the age of three months,
and the period of gestation is only oune lunar
month. The difficulties ahead of us will thus
he casily recognised. The policy of the Agri-
caltural Department is distinctly against mak-
ing rabbiting an industry in Western Austra-
lia. AN the States of Australia have found
by experience that to make rabbiting an in-
dustry is only to increase the trouble. The
most cffeetive means of (dlealing with rabbits
is by poisoning alene. A certain amount of
work may bhe done hy trapping, but poisoning
is the only  cffective means to deal
quickly  with  the  pest, If it s
made an industry in  the eastern dis-
tricts of this State, where the rabbits are most
prevalent at the present time, and the people
are allowetd to trap and dispose of the rabbita
by sending them to market, that will not alone
get rid of the rabbits. Tt would have to be
supplemented by poisoning. Tf poisoning and
trapping for marketing are carried on at the
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same time, we will run the risk of having a
number of people poisoned. It is quite pos-
sible for rabbits to find their way into the
traps after having taken the poisoned baits,
Phosphorus is recognised as the standard
poison throughout Australia for the destrug
tion of rabbits, and it is used in eonjunctio.
with pollard. 1t takes several hours for the
poison to he effective, and it is easy for a
rabbit to get into a trap before dying. That
rabhit may find its way to the market, and the
result can be imagined. I would not think of
eating a rabbit on any account if T Knew that
poisoning was going on in the country where
the rabbits were being trapped. Moreover,
if rabitting is carried on as an industry, it be-
comes a vested iunterest, and those who are
engaged in the industry will be en-
couraged to see that the rabbits do not die
out. FHon. members will therefore see that it
would be swicidal to enceurage rabhiting as
an industry. TIn 1916 a selert committee was
appointed by the Legislative Council in
Queensland te inguire into the rabbit ques-
tion, and the committee reported as follows:—
Your committee bave examined wit-
nesses and their evidence is attached to
this report, together with the minutes of
the proceedings of the committee. The
ecommittee have devoted attention chiefly
to the question of the issue of permits for
trafficing in the carcases of rabbits; and
whether the Peneral trafficing in the skins
and careages %of rabbits would result in 2
diminution or increase of their number.
The whole of the evidence shows that the
custom of trapping tends to the spread of
rabbits instead of confining them to a
timited area where they could be more
easily exterminated by the free use of poi-
son. The evidence is unfavourable to the
general traffie in careases of rabbits and
the committee suggest it might be al-
lowed only in the vicinity of established
freezing works until it is ascertained that
the cxperiment i3 a suceess, The evidence
shows that in New South Wales rabbiters
are forbidden, without the permission of
the proprietors and lessees, to trap on any
holding, being confined to waste lands, re-
serves, and readways. The majority of the
committee recommend that permits to rab-
bitera in Queensland should only be
granted by the Minister with the advice
and concurrence of a local board,
That is the opinion held in Queensland, an
important pastoral State. T think it is well
to take the advire of those who have had ex-
pericnce in these matters. Some people think
that trapping is a good and expeditions
means of destroving rabbits; but T woull
like to point out that poisoning is undoubt-
edly the most effective means of achieving
that end. By their sgnealing, trapped rab-
bits frighten all the untrapped rabbits, and
in consequence these disappear for a certain
time, with the result that the owner of the
jand thinks he has got rid of them. But
after a space all the untrapped rabbita come
back again, whereas rabbits poisoned are
gone for ever. Tt has been suggested that
the rabhit department has not used the ful-
lest efforts to get rid of this scourge. One
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of the reasons why the department has not
been able to deal as effectually as it would
have liked with the destruction of the rab-
bits is because the Rabbit Act dees not coa-
fer all the powers required to enable the pests
to be coped with. We intend to ask the
House to agree to an amendment of that Aect
which will make it more drastie in charactier
and give the inspectors fuller power to deal
with rhose persons who are not carrying out
the pruvigions of the Act. The Government
are prepared to supply” poison carts at cost
price to landowners, or on three years’
terms to roads boards and vermin boards,
and are prepared also to supply poison free.
Already the rabbit department have nine poi-
son carts at work with four more under
order. These earts are working in the East-
ern  distrirts. The Government have been
endeavouring to make people realise their
responsibility in regard to the menace, and
have urged the neecessity of forming vermin
boards, of making every rcads board hecome
a vermin board. These boards eould then
deal with the question locally, with the as-
sistance and inspectorship of the officers of
the rabbit department. In my opinion, that
is the proper way to deal with the pest. In
the ouiback areas the people themseives must
rise to the oceasion; if they do so, the Gov-
ermmnent will be prepared to co-operate with
them in every possible way. Some 14 roads
boards have already formed themselves into
vermir hoards, and other boards are coming
in, If these boards will carry out their work
properly and efficiently, they will be able to
deal with the difficulty in a way much
snperior to anything possible to the Govern-
ment single handed. 'These vermin boards
represent the people. They are answerable
to the people who clected them. That being
s0, those people themselves should take the
keenest interest in backing up the vermin
boards and in supplementing their endea-
vours for the eradication of the rabbits. T1f
that is done, T am sure the pest ean be kept
down. But it is impossible for the Govern-
ment, without the assistance of the people
1hemselves, to cope with this sconrge. With
the aid of the rabhit ecarts the Government
have destroved hundreds of thousands of
rabbits. and in addition have destroved many
thousands by fumigating the burrows.
Throughont the area within the No. 2 fence
{ am informed that over a thousand bur-
rowsg have been fumigated and their eolonies
of rabhits destroyed. The rabbit depart-
ment, like all Government departments,
works to a great extent silently. Officers of
the Qifferent departments are not allowed to
correspond in the Press, and when they come
to town after completing their labours they
are nof in a position to publish paragraphs
setting out all the wonderful things they
have been doing.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is rather a pity that
the same embargo is not laid on some Hono-
rary Ministers.

The PREMIER: These officers have worked
silently and well. Like the mills of God,
ther grind slowly, silently, and well.

Hon. P. Collier: The Honorary Minister in
another place does not grind very silently.
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The PREMIER: The rabbits are now in-
side the XNo. 2 fence, and are to be found in
places from Northampton to Augusta, Now
is the time that people should wake up and
do something themselves to cope with the
pest vuther than wait for the Government to
do it. If the select commitiee can do any-
thing te further the objects I have in view,
mueh good will be done. As I have said be-
fore, T welcome the appointment of the se-
lect committee, It is not very often that
select committees do much good, but I think
no means should be left untried for coping
with this terrible seourge. Tf hon. members
consider that assistance can be obtained
through a select committee, let us have a se-
leet committee; if valuable assistance and
advice is given by that select committee,
much geood will acerne. 1 would like the
House to realise that the Government have
been doing something, and that the chief in-
spector of rabbits and his small staff have
been diligent in their work. In South Aus-
tralia there are 43 vermin hoard inspectors,
and twoe Government inspectors. That is
what we want in this State, vermin boards
with an inspector attached to each, In Vie-
toria there are 63 vermin board inspectors
and four Government iaspeetors; in Queens-
land there are 50 vermin hoard inspeetors
and four Government inspectors, In New
South Wales they have 80 vermin board in-
spectors appointed by the Government but
paid by the vermin boards. So it will be
seen that in all the other States they have
their vermin boards and the Governmmecnt are
not left to cope with the pest single handed
and alone. In Western Australia all that we
have are four Government inspectors; we
have no vermin board inspectors.

Mr. Pickering: Are the vermin
subsidised ?

The PREMIER: No, the people in the Enst-
ern States have been taught to realise that
they must bear some responsibility in deal-
ing with this scourge. Moreover, in New
South Wales three per cent. of the vermin
rates collected are paid to the rabbit de-
partment to help in its npkeep.

Mr. Pickering: As between the several
States, what is the difference in the area
of Crown land available for the hreeding
of rabbits?

The PREMIER: That is not the question.
The question is, how are we to cope with
this scourge? The question of whether we
have a larger extent of Crown land here
than exists in the FEastern States is not
before us. Some hon. members will urge
that beeause there is such a tremendous area
of Crown land in Western Australia, the
Government should keep an army of men on
all the Crown lands, endeavouring to destroy
rabbits. That iz not dome in any of the
other States, T think that if the Govern-
ment supply these poison carts for the use
of settlers at cost price, and provide the
settlers with free poison and with inspectors
to see that the Rabbit Aect is enforced, we
will have done a great deal towards dealing
with this question. The people themselves
shonid do something to assist in combating
this pest, but whatever they do should be dope

boards
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at once. They should not wait until the
Government come along and do it for them,
but shonld be prepared to help themselves,
'_I‘here has been too much in the past of leav-
ing things to the Government. We will
never build up a strong self-reliant race if
we are going to encourage people to be en-
tirely dependent upon the Government of
the day.

Mr. Green: There i too much socialism
amongst the farmers,

The PREMIER: The people should really
do something to help the Government, but
we find that those who are interested
in a matter, instead of helping the Govern-
ment, are sometimes retarding them in their
efforts to deal with any serious question,
Allysion has been made to the recomman-
dations of the Agricultural Royal Commis-
sion. T would point out that all these recom-
mendations have been dealt with, most of them
before the Commission’s report was framed.
The question of the fencing of all water sup-
plies and dams was dealt with some time ago,
and  practically every OGovernment dam is
fenced in at present with rabbit-proof netting.

Mr. Themson: You mean in those areas
where there is danger of rabbits?

The PREMIER: In the areas which are
infested by rabbits.

Mr. Johnston: T think the Agricultural
Bank have a few dozen farms which are not
fenced in?

The PREMIER: I do not know about that.
Hon, members often speak in this way, but
I wigh they would give specific instances,
I do not like generalisations. If they will
tell me where the Agricultural Bank has
failed T will endeavour to see, if it is a part
of their doty te fence these dams ir, that
it is domne.

Mr. Johnston: I could give you some in-
stances.

The PREMIER: Up to a few weeks ago
there were omly two Government dams which
were not fenced in with rabbit-proof netting,
The two which ,were not fenced in were not
quite completed at that time, but I under-
stand that they are now fenced, or will be
very shortly. The Agricultural Department
has for years been doing a great deal in the
direction of encouraging people to fence in
their holdings with wire netting. I do not
therefore, like people to say that nothing has
heen done. It has become a common practice
in these days for people to say that
nothing has been done, but they should
bring some proof forward and not merely make
the assertion. I have told the House what the
Government have done and what they pro-
pose te do in the future. During the regime
of the Scaddan Government some years ago
the Agricuitural Department supplied rabbit-
proof netting to settlers who required it at
eost price, on long terms of repavment. At
the present time it is impossible to get rabbit-
proof netting, and we are therefore unable
to carry out the recommendations of the Royal
Commission in this respect. As we cannot
get this netting we have to adopt the hest
available means of dealing with this curse,
though, of course, the most effective means of
doing this is for every man to fence in his
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heolding with rabbit-proof netting. If the pro-
ducers of the couniry will co-operate with the
Government in this matter the Government in
turn will do what they can to assist the set-
tlers. We are desirous of increasing the pro-
duction of the country, and of encouraging
people to produce from the soil in every possible
way. At the same time, we have no wish to build
up a community which is always expecting to
lean upon the Govermment, but to build up a
community which is self reliant and which
will be a credit not only to itself but to the
State as a whole. I hope the House will agree
to the appointment of a select committee, and
trust that the committee will go to work in a
practical manner, I placed this motion early
in the Orders of the Day because I considered
that the subjeet was an important one, and if
the committee are to be appointed they should
be at once. A select committee cannot sit dur-
ing recess, and it will be necessary to com-
plete their labours whilst the House is in
session. T bhave given the House an oppor-
tunity of discuseing this motion to-day so that
if members consider the appointment of a
select committee would he an advantage to the
State, it should be appointed at the earliest
possible moment.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [5.23]: 8o im-
portant did I consider the question of the
invasion of rabbits into this State, and so
neeessary did I think it that we should take
advantage of the dry weuther, that I made
a special feature of this subjeet in the
course of my speech on the Address-in-re-
pl¥. T was actuated in doing this by a de-
site to draw special attention to the fact
that if we did have a continuation of dry
weatler, the work of poisoning should be
undertaken collectively, and at the one time,
in every part of the State where rabbits are
found to exist. Unfortunately, we have since
had 7rain in the wheat belt, and have
green feed there, with the result that
we should not now meef with anything like
the success that we onght to have had if the
weather had continned dry. One of the rea-
sons why I got up to speak this afternoon
was that T understand that our Implement
Works are manufacturing poison carts, and
are afraid of making an over suppiy. Some
thirty years ago I was connected with a firm
of engineers engaged in manufacturing a
line of rabbit exterminators, and as we
knew the demand that existed at a ¢ertain
period of the yenr for these exterminators,
we got together a stock of these machines so
that they could be supplied immeriately
an order came in. T shouvld like the Min-
ister for Works to realise that there will he
a diffienlty in always having a supply of
these earts on hand unless steps are taken
to build up a stoek.

The Minister for Works: We are making
50 earts to start with.
Mr. HARRISON: T
Minister is making 500.

The Minister for Works: I do.

Mr. HARRISON: 1 do not think there will
be any danger of the Implement Works
building an over supply if the machine is 2
good one, and the public know where they
can get one. The best means of coping

do not mind if the
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with the rabbit pest is by
all  other methods of destroying them
musf give way to this particular one, We
cannot net in the country bhecause we can-
not serure the necessary netting. Trapping
is not effective, as this only increases the
migration of the rabhits. TRabbits are
caught in traps and are mutilated, and those
that are not killed outright bring abont
a wmigration. Rabbits ¢an  never be
exterminated by means of traps, and the
only thing left to be done is to endeavour
to check the imvasion by means of poison
carts, or some machine that will make a
furrow, or a line of newly seratched ground,
into which the poison can he dropped. The
rabbits will then follow this line and pick
up the poison. Farmers can band together
in groups of four or five, and work one of
these carts between them. By this means
the cost will be considerably reduced.
and the farmers will he moare able to fnlfil
any conditions which the Government may
think fit to enforce in comneection with the
destruction of rabhits. The Minister should
realise that unless these carts are built they
cannot bhe supplied. 1 remember on one
occasion that a single firm of squatters in
New South Wales took 34 machines costing
£10 each in order to destroy rabbits, irres-
pective of what had heen purchased prior to
that time, or what was purchased subse-
quently. I think there is no doubt that
rabbits are more numerons in the Fastern
States at present than they are here. Many
peaple have come to Western Australia from
the FEastern States, and koow well what it
means if the rabbits get hold of the ecoun-
try. Crops in this State were destroyed, or
partly destroyed, last year by the rabbits,
and to all appearances we shall have more
crops destroyed this year unless we get to
work at once. I do not wish the Minister
to take what T am saying in any wrong
spirit.

The Minister for Works: That is all right.

Mr. HARRISON: I really believe that
there will be a demand for these carts
which is not expected by the Minister. Even
if there are a few carts over at the end of
the vear it does not matter. The standard
parts will have been made, or can readily
be cast, and the machines thus easily put
together. T recommend that a certain num-
ber of these carts should always be kept on
hand.

The Minister for Works: Can they be used
all the vear round?

Mr. HARRISON: Tt is not customary to
uge them all the year round, but it can be
done. In poisoning it is usual to run the
cart round those places where the rabbiis
are plentiful, between their feeding grounds
and the places where they usually take their
cover. If there is succulent feed in every
direction the rabbits are not likely to dam-
age the crops to a great extent, but at the
same time even with plentiful feed the rab-
bits will always go for the most suceulent
feed, and that will be the growing crops.
Rabbits generzlly travel between their cover

poisoning,
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or breeding grounds to the rrops night and
morniog.

The Minister for Works: T was informed
that these ecarts could only be used for
about four weeks in the year.

Mr. HARRISOXN: They can be used all
the year round, and a certain number of rab-
bits can still be caught. But one eannnt
get the rabbits at anything like the rate
when there is the food supply. This dry
seuson of the year is the hest time to deal
with the rabbit pest.

Hon. P. Collier: What has this to do with
the motion?

Mr. HARRISOXN:The motion is that a sel-
ech commitice be appointed to inquire inte
the rabbit pest and I am speaking as tg
the destruction of the pest. 1 wish to stress
the point that the Minister should realise
that there is going to be an extra demand
on the department for poison carts. Tf the
Erowers of cereals know they ean get carts
at a reasonable price, I am sure the farmers
will assist to protect themselves.

M JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin)
[5.31]: Tt is gratifying to know that the Gov.
ernment have decided to appoint a select com
mittee to inquire into this matter. The member
for Menzies (Mr. Mullany) last night was
advoeating that the sum of £20,000, now speni
in the maintenance of the rabbit-proof fence
should be spent in the destruction of the rab
bits inside the fence. But anyone who know:
the condition of affairs would never suppor:
such a proposal. Rabbits at the present timi
are to be found in tens of thousands on thi
eastern side, while on the western side, thank:
to the fence, very rarely are rabbits seen, onl;
on rare occasions and then west of the fence
The Premier has told us that the Rabbit De
partment have a policy for the distructio
of rabbits, and I compliment him at any rat
on part of the policy as outlined by him to
day. But the poliecy for the destruction o
the rabbits must be & very new one, for I hav
here a report of the Agricultural Comumissior
containing the evidence of the chief inspector
Mr. Crawford, which was taken on the 1s
October, 1916. At that time the chief inspec
tor was asked by Mr. Venn, ‘‘Are the rabbit
troubling the farmers at all?’? And his repl
was—and it is less than 18 months ago—¢¢
have nof heard of them doing any damage t
speak of; there are a good many of then
about.”’ Then he went on to speak of othe
matters besides the rabbits. Therefore, i
will be seen that very little official recognitio
of a means of destroying the rabbit pest wa
then taken notice of. The Premier nrged a
length that settlers should Bear the main bur
den of coping with the rabbit pest. Only to
day T read an advertisement in the ¢‘Wes
Australian’’ in which the Government threal
ened to prosecute the settlers who did ne
comply with the existing Rabbit Act by ecradi
cating the pest.

The Minister for Works: Make some effor

Mr. JOHXNSTON: The Government ar
quite right. The settlers are making ever
effort, but T ask that this destruction shoul
apply equally to all lands. ¥ say the respot
sibility of getting rid of the rabbits on Crow
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lands and reserves, which to-day are the main
breeding grounds of the rabbits, rests with
the Government of the State. Let every land-
owner do his duty; let the Government keep
the private landowners and the farmers up
to their duty to the very letter of the law,
but let the Government also take the responsi-
bility on the lands which they own. In this
connection the remarks of the Premier in re-
gard to the eradication of scab were most
interesting and very much to the point. Pri-
vate people had scab in their own sheep de-
pastured on their own land and the Govern-
ment of the day, at the time the Premier was
taking the same prominent part in the public
life of the country as be is to-day, compelled
the landowners to eradicate the disease in the
sheep on their land. With the rabbit question
it is entirely different. The settlers were on
the land and the whole of the rabbits have
ecome down over tens of thousands of acres
of Government land to attack the settlers’
holdings, Had ihe Crown at that time, as they
have to-day, private sheep farms, socialistic
farms, it would have been the duty of the
Government to eradicate the scal on the
stations, and so it is their duty to-day, when
compelling the private owners to get rid of
the rabbits on their holdings, to destroy
the rabbits on the huge reserves and areas of
Crown lands which to-day are their main
breeding grounds. The question is a national
one. The self-reliance that the Government
wish the farmers to display should bhe dis-
played by themselves as far as getting rid of
the rabbits on their holdings is concerned.
1 am gure the settlers are prepared to, as they
are doing, assist to a considerable extent in
poisening and getting rid of the rabbits which
roe in from the Crown lands, but the action
of the settlers can only be regarded as a mero
palliative and of no value at all unless the
rabbits on the main Crown lands are
dealt with equally with the action whieh is
taken by the settlers themselves. I hope
the Government will continue poisoning. It
is necessary to have a large increase on the
nine poison carts at work to-day and which
eertainly are very valuable, but the number
is small compared with the huge area of rab-
bit infested country in Western Awustralia,
It bas bheen pointed out by the Premier that
we cannot grapple adequately with rabbit-
proof fencing until the material is again
available. 8o that, until the war is over and
the policy of supplying rabbit-proof feneing
on long and easy terms of repayment i3 again
started, it will not be possible for the farms
to be rabbit-proof netted. Where farms
adjoin and are not intersected by main roads,
it is only necessary that the boundaries
should he netted. That will save great ex-
pense to the Government and the settlers,
compared with netfing the boundaries of each
individual holding. T would like to say, in
eonclusion, that when rabbit-proof fencing
can be obtained on reasonable terms so that
the man on the land ecan carry on his work
on a proper basis with rabbit-proof netting
s0 a8 to keep the pest out of his langd, we =hall
have done our best.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.40]: The
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State Implement Works are quite willing to
make the poison carts, They have produced
a satisfactory pattern and have already sup-
plied seven carts, in addition to the nine
which have already been spoken about for
the Agricultural Department. We are mak-
ing 30 carts as a start and we can turn out
gix per day afterwards in 24 hours’notice.
In raking these carts we are using paris
which are employed in other implements so
can thus draw on our steck. The price was
fixed at £24 but we have redmced that to
£20, and if we get anything like 300 or 400
carts to make we van ré¢duce the price to £13.
We shall not make any profit at that price,
beeanse they will cost us that amount, but
T shall be satisfied in getting my proportion
of the working dead expenses out of the £15.
This rabbit business is a great peril which
the State is faced with, and we should deo
everything we can to induce people to get
their implements cheaply. That is the policy
which we are working at to-day and which
has led to the reduction in the seiling price.

Mr. PICKEERING (Sussex) ([5.41]: I de-
sire to preface my remarks by thanking the
Premier for giving members an opportunity
of diseunssing this question. Last August,
when the Farmers and Secttlers’ Association
and roads boards were sithng in conference,
delegates from the boards met the Minister for
Agriculture and formulated a scheme by which
the whole of the area contained within the No.
1 rabbit-proof fenece and the coast should be
dealt with. I think that cerfain amending
Acts were required but a great deal must he
done to allay the unrest that exista in the
minds of those in the south-western portions
of the State. Since the Minister has taken
action in this regard T have had applications
from certain bodies for exclusion from this
partieular Aet, T think it is very unwise en
the part of these boards to desire to be ex-
cluded from the operations of the Aet, T
think it would be mueh better if the South-
West were to join with their bhrothers in
adopting measures to deal with the pest be-
fore it has gone too far. One thing I desire
to say is in regard to a certain remark in
‘‘Hansard’’ which emanated fromm the mem-
ber for Northam. He said last night that
the memher for Sussex knew nothing, or less
than mothing, about the rabbit pest. Sinece
I have been associated with the Farmers and
Settlers’ Association T have given a great
deal of attention to the rabhit pest. and
whilst in New South Wales T spent two vears
of my life in a district much larger than
would meet with the purview of the member
for Northam, which was infected with this
pest. T understand that in the other States
the vermin boards receive some form of pay-
ment from the (tovernment for dealing with
the rabhit pest. This statement T make on
the anthority of the chairman of the pas-
toral protection hoard in New Soath Wales,
and I think some reliance ecan be placed on
the statement. I am quite sure the whole
of the settlers of Western Australia will de
their utmost. in conjunetion with the Gov-
ernment, to perfeet a poliey which will bring
ahout the eradiration of the pest. including
the south-western portion of the State.



[14 FeBruarY, 1818.]

Hon, P. COLLIER {Boulder} [5.43]: Tt is
satisfactory to learn, on the assurance of the
Premier, that at least on this matter the Gov-
erament are not without a policy, even though
[ fear we shall have to admit that their dis-
covery of that policy has been of quite recent
date.

The Premier: We have always had a policy.

Hon. P. COLLIER: On this matter?

The Premier: Yes.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin (Mr. Jobnston), in quoting
the evidence of the Chief Inspector of Rab-
bits before the Agricultural Royal Commis-
sion, showed that at all events at that time
the officer in question, who above all should
have known what was doing, had no policy
and had no idea of the seriousness of the situa-
tion. I cannot share the enthusiasm of my
friends on the cross benches regarding the
willingness of the Government to have a select
committee appointed.  From that enthusiasm
onc might imagine that the whole trouhle
would Dbe solvell once a select committee of
parliamentarians had been appeinted. In my
opinion the House would be wise to reject the
motion as absolutely unnecessary. The mo-
tion asks for the appointment of a select com.
mittee to inquire inte the system at present
adopted in combating the pest. Surely it
does not require a select committee of this
House to inquire into the departmental sys-
tem, if any, of combating the pest; nor does
it require a scleet committee of this House to
indicate the best way of dealing with rabbits,
Have we in Western Australia arrived at this
stage, after the experience of 30 or 40 years
of rabbits in the Eastern States, and after an
expenditure of £328,000 on the construetion of
a rabbit-proof fence, and of about £12,000
annually for upkeep of the fence during a
number of years, that we suddenly disecover
we know nothing abont' the subject and re-
quire a select committee of politicians to de-
cide what is to be done? The matter is a
simple one. The man in the street, anybody,
can tell the Government the most effective
way of dealing with rabbits—the only effee-
tive way—namely, poisoning and netting, If
the select committee were to sit for ten years
they would not discover anything different
from that. The whole question of the destrue-
tion of rabbits is a matter of money, a matter
of expeniditure.

Mr. Griffithg: And of nrgency.

Hon, P, COLLIFR: The urgency is ad-
mitted. The urgeney is apparent on the face
of the matter, We do not need a seleet com-
mittee to tell us the question is urgent and
important. We know that very well. We
know that practically the whole of our agri-
cultural areas are in danger of being wiped
out by the pest. All that is known. What
we do want to know iz, have the Government
money to meet the position as it is now? The
motion propnses that we shonld have a select
committee to deal with a matter which has
been already dealt with by an expensive Royal
Commission—the Roval C(ommission as to
which we were tofd the other night by eross-
hench members that their advice and rerom-
mendations were going to he so valuable to
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the agricultural industry of Western Austra-
lia. They considered this very matter, and
they made certain definite recommendations in
regard to it. Eighteen months ago they made
a reconumemlation to the Government as to
what ought to be done in the matter of the
pest. They recommended poisoning and nett-
ing. And that is all that can be done, The
only question is how to find the money, and it
is waste of public time and of public funds
to appoint a committee of members of Parlia-
ment who, after all, perhaps lLave very little
experience of the rabbit question, to devise a
poliecy for the Government. The proposal is
in keeping with the shirking of responsibility,
of the duties of government, by Ministers; in
keeping with their poliey of passing on re-
sponsibilities and duties to beards and ‘com
mittees and anybody rather than standing up
to them, as it is the duty of the Government
and of the House to do in this instance. [
shall vote against the appointment of a selsct
comnittee on the ground that it is not re-
guired. Any schoolboy knows that the way to
deat with rabbits is to poison them. The
Premier tells us the Government already have
a policy on the matter. They are constructing
poison carts, and are supplying poison to the
settlers, All that can be known on the subject
is already known to the Government, or ought
to be. We have had an expensive department
to deal with rabbits in this State for years
past, and at the head of it a Chief Inapector
of Rabbits receiving a salary of £504 per an-
num, whose business it was, or should have
been, to keep himself au fait with the methods
of rabbit destrunction in the Eastern States.
That officer ought to be in a position to ad-
vige the Government on the matter in the
courge of a half-hour's report.

The Premier: He is, too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T believe so.

The Premier: He is entirely capable,

Hon. P. COLLIER: T believe it. That is
why T am surprised at the Premier’s welcom-
ing the proposal to appoint a select committee.

Mr, Johnston: A select committee may ad-
vise Parliament to grant more money.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Just fancy adopting
this cumbersome methed of getting advice of
that deseription, advice to grant more money!
The Government say they are alive to the
position. Therefore it is only a matter of
finding the utmost amount of money they can
for the purpose. No select committee can
help the Government in finding wmoney. The
committee may pass along the advice that
money has to be found; but that will not
overcomne the Covernment’s difficulties,

Mr. Johnston: The select committee could
press Parliament, and Parliament controls the
Government,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The lbon. member is
extremely unsophisticated. We have reached
this stage of government now, that every-
body is inviting the advitce of everyhody
clse on every subject under the sun, while
nobody will do anything. The proposal to
appoint this select committee is quite char-
acteristic of that policy of drift, of passing
the thing on, Tn October, 1916, the Agricul-
tural Royal Commission dealt with the rab-
bit question. So urgent and impertant was
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it in their opinion, that they sent a special
report to the Government, Evidently no
action was taken on that report, because only
during the past few wecks have the Govern-
ment awakened to the situation.

The Premier: We have heen at it for the
last 18 montha,

Hon. P. COLLIER: In a small way.

The Premier: We started at the earliest
possiblé moment.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Agricultural Royal
Commigsion, at very leavy expense, discov-
ered this rabbit danger, and made recom-
mendations fo the Governmeni as to what
they ought to do to meet it.

The Premier: We lhad already done it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1In that case, what
does the Premier expect to get from the se-
leet committee?

The Premier: We have not done all of it,
but most of it. We could not get wire net-
ting, and you know that.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Will the seleet comit-
tee help the Govermment to get wire net-
ting?

My, Johnston: The scttlers will be driven
oot before that diffienlty is selved.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the salvation of
the settlers depends on this select commit-
tee, then God help the settlers. The appoint-
ment of the select committee will merely
mean passing on the respensibility once more,
and adding to the State’s printing bill with-
out any advantage whatever, Not one of the
members who waxed so enthusiastic in sup-
port of this motion offered even the smallest
suggestion as to what the seleet commitiee
were likely to recommend that would be of
advantage—not one.

Mr, Smith: The seleet commitfee are to
get evidence.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I repeat, it is per-
fectly well known that poisoning and net-
ting are the only methods of coping with
the rabbit pest. Those of us who come from
the Eastern States knew, hefore we were 12
years old, ns much about effective methoda of
dealing with the rabbit pest as the select
committee will be likely to tell the Govern-
ment even if they sit from now until the end
of the next recess.

Mr. Griffiths: Why do not you sit on the
enmmittee?

Hon. 7. COLLIER- Because it is a useless
one. In five minutes this afternoon T have
given the Government as much advice on the
rabbit question as I eould give if 1 were to
sit on the seleet committee for months. The
matter is merely one of finding the money,
and the Government know what money they
iave available for the purpose. I therefore
shall vote nagainst the motion, beeause the
seleet committee wonld represent merely a
useless expenditure of publie funds.

Mr. SMITH (North Perth—in reply)
[5.56]: T have not much to reply to, because
all the speakers, with the exception of the
lecader of the Opposition, have heen unani-
mous as te the necessity for the appointment
of a select committee, The great ohjeetion
raised by the feader of the Opposition is that
the matter has heen alreadv dealt with by
the Agricultural Royal Cemmission, who
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made certain recommendations to the Gov-
erament. I maintain that that fact, inatead
of being an argnment against, is an argu-
ment in favour of, the appointment of the
seleet vommittee, because the select com-
mittee will want to know why the Govern-
ment bave net carried out the Royal Com-
mission’s recommendations.

Hon, P. Collier: And then, later, you will
want another select committee to find out
why this committee’s recommendations have
not been carried out by the Government.

Mr. SMITH: Let us deal with one select
committee at a time, The trend of the obser-
vations of several members indicated that
they thought I had argued in favour of
trapping. I did no such thing. I merely
mentioned trapping as one means of getting
rid of the rabbits. It is quite possible that
the select committee, after taking evidence,
may be altogether opposed to trapping. At
this stage, however, we do not know whe-
ther trapping is to be recomnmended or not.
As regards poisoning, no matter how effica-
cious that may be at certain seasons of the
year, onc cannot always succeed in eradieat-
ing rabbits by poison, There is another well
known system of destruction which has been
strongly recommnended—the Rodier system.
That system also would be considered by the
seleet committee, There is really nothing
for me to answer, and I submit my motion to
hon. members with confidence.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayos . .. .. 34
Noes .. .. .. 8
Majority for .. .. 26
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Munsie
Mr. Broun l Mr. Nairnp
Mr. Brown Mr. Plckering
Mr, Davles 1 Mr, Piesse
Mr. Draper Mr. Pllkington
Mr, Durack ‘ Mr. R. T. Robinsonm
Mr. Gardioer . Mr. Rocke
Mr. George . Mr. Smith
Mr. Grifiiths I Mr. Stewart
Mr. Harrison Mr. Stubbs
Ar. Hickmott AMr. Teesdale
Mr. Holman Mr. Thomson
Mr., Hudson . Mr. Underwood
Mr. Jobnston Mr. Veryard
Mr, Lefroy " Mr. WHlnott
Mr. Maley | Mr. Hardwlck
Mr. Mlichell : (Telier.)
Mr. Money |
Noes.
Mr. Angwin - Mr  Lutey
Mr. Chesson Mr. Willcoek
Mr. Collier Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. {ireen (Teller.)

Mr Jones
Question thus passed.
Select Committee appointed.
Ballot faken, and the following appointed

2 selest committee—DNessrg. Griffiths, Lutey,
Maley, Troy, and the meover (Mr, 8mith).
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Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [7.30]: Follow-
ing upon the appointment of the select com-
mittee T move—

‘‘That the committee have power to call
for persons and papers, to sit on days over
which the House stands adjourned, to ad-
journ from place to place, and to report
this day three wecks. '’

Question put and passed.

Mr, NATRN (Swan) [7.31]: Shall I be in
order at this stage in moving a motion inci-
deutal to the resolution just carried? 1 pro-
pose to move that the evidence to be taken
before the select ecommittee shall be merely
typewritten and not printed.

Mr, SPEAKER: T do not think that Stand-
ing Order 207 preveuts my acceptance of the
motion. The motion does not initiate dis-
cugsion itself, and it is incidental to the reso-
lution just carried. T will gecept the motion,

Mr. NATRN: T move—

“That the evidence taken by the commit-
tee be not printed, but be made available
in typewritten copies limited to ten.’’

Let me briefly state my reason for the motion.
[t is on the score of economy. Usually, when
evidence i3 taken before a select committee,
it is set up in type, a more or less costly pro-
eess running into not less than £120 or £130.
Tn this instance the report and evidence are
not likely to constitute a historic document,
and consequently I think the full purpose of
that documen{ will be served if sufficient type-
written copies be prepared.

Question put and passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1917-18.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 12th February, on the
Treasurer’s Finaneial Statement and the An-
nual Estimates; Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,

Vote—His Excellency the Governor, £1,573.

Mr. GRTFFITHS (York) [7.35]: We have
been hearing repeatedly of late that we are
passing through a grave financial period. The
natural eorollary would be that in the con-
gideration of the Estimates we should main-
tain that gravity which the present position
ealls for. It is somewhat hard to bring ome’s
self to n state of seriousness and gravity in
considering the TEstimates when we realisy
that we are discussing votes concerning money
gpent during last July, August, and the sue-
ceeding months up to the present month, Feb-
ruary, 1918. Apain there is the question of
the cutting down of these votes. This will be
of interest to mew members. I can imagine
the memher for Albany cowming here filled
with a zeal for economy, and determined to
cut down certain votes which he thinks are
verging on the extravagant. After labouring
snecesstnlly to get one or another of these
votes reduced by £30 or £100, he goes back
to Albany filled with jubilation at his success,
only to find, when he returns here next ses-
sion, that the £50 or £100 cut off from those
votes has been duly spent by the departments,
and presented in the form of supplementary
Fistimates. If this is not an absurd position,
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I should like to know what is. On the ques-
tien of dealing with next year’s Estimates in
July or August next, I hope the Committee
will insist upen the Estimates being brought
down within a reasonable time. On this occa-
sion we are considering the Estimates eight
months atter the time when they should have
heen presented to us. The Treasurer the
other night expressed a pious wish to
have next year’s Estimates down in
time, and 1 hope the Committee wiil
sec that this is carried into effect. Here we
are discussing Estimates when two-thirds of
the year has gone; we are asked to carefully
consider votes which have Dbeen already
spent. I take it we have to look upon the
discussion of the Estimates more in the light
of an annual stock taking. T am sorry to
see such pessimism existing among members.
Even the Treasurer scemed to be very des-
pondent. Perhaps he knows more about the
inner running of things than I do.

Hon., W. ¢. Angwin: He would require
to, sinee you talk so much about the damage
done by the rabbits,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I deplore this pessimis-
tic attitude, and would far rather see more
of the cheerful optimism of Lord TForrest
of Bunbury. As I once heard him ask in
the old Chamber, ‘*What is a million, what
are two millions, what are five millions?'’
Seeing the assets we have in the State, [
think that with wisdom and energy we
should be able, by dire¢ting that wisdom and
energy

Hon, P. Collier: But if they are lacking
both, where are we? ’

Mr. GRIFTFITHS: By eliminating waste
and utilising our matural resources we shall
find a way out. I have been looking around
during the past few months for this strong
man cverybody talks about. Some people
seem to want a sort of Napoleonic person,
a strong tryvannic individual, who will, some-
how, do things for them whilst they go on
being silly. This idea of wanting a strong
man has never appealed to me. T think that
to-day we want cvery man in the State.
I am reminded of that military poster with
the accuging finger and the suggestive line,
““Wanted a man.’” That finger should be
pointed at every man in the State to-day,
urging him to do his bit to help the old
State out of its present rut, I find that the
Perth Chamber of Commerce, some time age,
at last recognised that it owed a duty
to the State; it awakened , to. the
fact that it owed  responsibilities to the
State. We then looked to thig body of our
leading business men for some good sugges-
tion to help us out of our financial slough
of despond. We got one. This mountain in
labour hrought forward, amongst other
things devised to help the country in its
financial stress, the proposition to cut out
the driving allowance for school children in
the country. Then the elections came along,
and our hearts beat high with hope. Wa
were going to get a strong iman, a man who
would come to show us how things should
be done here, a man whoe would instruet and
lend the way for the future Premisr of the
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State. I refer to the member for Perth
(Mr. Pilkington).

‘Mr. Green: You
speak first.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That hon. member ar-
rived in this House, and to his speech on the
Address-in-reply everybody listened with
great eagerness, waiting for the wisdom to
fall from his lips. Of all the disappointing
speeches I have listened to in the House
that speech stood alone. Whether it was
that our hopes had been built so high, that
we were expecting something creative and
big, I do not know, but we sustained a bit-
ter disappointment.

Mr., Nairn:
now,

Mr, GRIFFITHS: The hon. member was
asked to throw out some idea, but he, like
many others in the House, simply waved his
bands in hopeless fashion and said he had
nothing to suggest. He did not knew much
about it. Then we had the leader of the
Opposition the other night. We have all
heard him say how anxions he is to help
the Government, and we expected something
from him, His was a clever speeeh, T admit.

Mr. Green: You are a good judge, T admit.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The hon. member spoke
for two and a guarter hours, and it all re-
solved itsclf into this, ‘*We @did, and you
did not.”” I am afraid the Premier’s reply
to the hon, memhber was very much the same
.sort of thing.

Hon. P. Collier: After all this vou will
surely give ws something worth waiting for.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We have had nothing
congtructive from any of these members,

Hon. P. Collier: Now let us have something
constructive.

Mr. GRIFPFITIIS: I will give you all the
constructiveness you want. In the news-
paper the other day, I read a letter from Mr.
Shalleross, a man fairly well known ta golil-
fields members, Mr. Shalleross initiated an
idea which, not this Parliament nor any
Parliament in the Commonwealth, has the
guts—T beg pardon-—the innards—to fol-
low out. T refer to total prohihition. We
have not the Dbackbone, and are not game
cnongh, to advoeate suweh a thing in this
State. Tt is found in the United States and
Canada, and are we any bigger or more im-
portant than those countries? They see fur-
ther than we do; we only sec as far as our
noses. These nations have seen the benefit
of it, and we shonld have the barkbone to
bring it into operation hcre. We have heard
the words ‘‘produce, produce, produce.’’ re-
peated all round the Hounse. We had them
from the member for Albany (Mr. H. Robin-
son) and from the member for Bunbury (Mr.
Money). The Attorney General referred to
them in the town hall and told ns we wonld
have to produce. The question is, how are
we to produce when 30.000 cf our most virile
workers, the best of our wage earners, are
away fighting for us at the Front? The only
thing that appears to he following this advice
in the State is the rabbit. The problem
which liea before us is that the whole of onr
revenue s required to pav the interest and

should have let &im

You are making up for it
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sinking fund, and the working expenses of
our Railway, ‘Water Supply, Educational,
and magisterial services. After these are
provided for, we have left a sum of £936,311
to pay for the other requirements of the
Stute, including the salaries of civil ser-
vauts.

Hon. P. Collier: What are you going teo
do about it?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We will have to use our
brains and see in what direction we can ren-
der assistance. The paramount idea in the
minds of most of us is the necessity for econ-
omy. Bot the economies which are being
effected represent a small sum in comparison
with the amount of which we are short. We
know that the payment into our sinking
fund has been postponed. We are faced with
fncrensed taxation, and there are strong ad-
vocates for a stoppage of all publie works,
and the most drastic retrenchment, This, to
my mind, will he a more serious remedy than
is warranted by the disease. We cannot con-
sider the question of drastic retremchment,
ar the total stoppage of public works, in the
present circumstances. The suggestion hnag
also heen thrown out that we should surren-
der our powers te the Commonwealth, or seek
for some form of unification. It is, perhaps,
a little carly for us to reach that stage, al-
though this has been in the minds of the peo-
ple of the State.  With regard to depart-
mental economies, we are told by Ministers
that many economies are being effected. I
heard the leader of the (Qpposition sauy that
we were econonrising in respeet to the salt
in the dining room, Many economies have
been bronght into operation.

Hon, P, Collier: That was just a sugges-
tion.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I do not eavil at these
economies beeause, in the aggregate, they
amount te a fairly large sum, always pro-
viding, howcver, that cfficiency is not im-
paired in any appreciable degree. At the
same time there are larger economies, upon
which it 43 well that Ministers should keep
their eye. In this regard it has been sug-
gested that the nomber of members in botn
Honses of TParliament shounld be reducea.
Some of us might be out of a job if this was
nrought ahout, but we might find some other
work upon which we could be better en-
gaged. Ministers tell us, however, that they
eannot effect these economics, or make these
amalgamations, or get the speeding up that
they would like, or do away with the dupli-
eation that exists in ecertain positions, he-
cause of the fact that they are tied down by
Acts or regulations in stuch a wayv that they
eannot put these reforms into operation. Tf
that is all that stands in the way, it wonld
he an easy matter for the Government to ask
the Mouse to approve of amendiments in
order tn give them the necessarv powers tn
offeet the ceonomies required in the eivil
service generally. Another point, to whieh
T desire to refer, is in connection with the
varions bnildings which have been resumed
in West Perth. Ts nothing being done in
this direction? Unfortunately. 7 do not know
what iz at the bark of Ministers’ minds, bnt
T do know that various buildings and hlocks
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of land in West Perth bave been resumed.
The Education Department has been trans-
ferred from oflices, which, in my opinion,
could have been made quite suitable up to
the end of the war, to other offices in 8t.
George 's-terrace at a cost of £330 per anoum.
Could not the buildings in West Perth have
been used for this department after small
udditions had been made to them?

The Minister for Works: They are not
siitable,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: | econsider that there
has been u waste of money in moving the
Education Department to the new premises.
The Labour party, when in office, was just
as bad as the party mow in power, They
moved the Industries Assistance Toard and
the Agricultural Bank to offices in the AM.P,
Buildings, and in doing so not only threw
up a2 nine months’ leasc of other buildings,
but incurred an annual expense of £1,020.
Can this be classed as true economy?

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Yuu would not allow
s to build offices for these departments.

The Minister for Works: Are vou refer.
ring to the premises that were resome:d for
the markets?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T am referring to those
buildings, one of which was taken by Mr,
Alhany Bell. Tf economies are to he effected
let us not tinker with the business. There
is a proposal to do away with the dining
and refreshment rooms of Parlinment House.
A report will be brought before us by the
House Commiitee, but it is not expeected
that the saving that will be shown in that
direction will be as big as was expected,
whilst, at the same time, the efficiency of
the staff will be impaired. Tf the dining
room is going to he cut out, let it bhe cut out
altogether. We know that the earnings of
our railwavs have gone down enormously,
and T would ke to hear from the Minister
whether the working expenses have been
reduced in proportion to the falling off in the

earnings. We have in this State one
mile of railway to every 93 persons. In New

South Wales the figwtres are 446 persons per
railway mile, and in Tasmania 354 persons,
in Victorin 345 persons, in South Awstralia
199 persons, and in Queensland 137 persons.
We have the smallest population rer railway
mileage and the lightest direct taxation of
any State in the Commonwealth. Tt appears
to me that we want something in the form of
a railway poliey in this country. 'We have
heard that an examination is going to be made
hy an expert inte the working of our State
railways. Tt would he well that hon. memhers
should eonsider this question of a railway
policy. Tt does not matter how drastie the
departmental economies are, they will not lift
us verv far ont of the mire, and in the direc-
tion of effecting those reforms which must he
earried out if we are going te stimulate land
settlement. The first thing we have to do is
to make land monopoly an wvaprofitable husi-
ness. and to remove some portion, at all events,
of the crushing burden of taxation that is now
borne by the genuine settler. To this end we
want an appreciable tax on land valuea and
a diminution of the present excessive rates,
which will serve both purposes. We cannot
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expect that this will fill the hill in the imme-
diate future, for the rearon that anything he-
tween 30,000 amd 35,000 of our people are
away at the Front, but it will pave the way
to a certain extent. It is our duty to see that
4 policy of land settlement is carried oot on
a proper footing, in order that we shall be in
a position to place these men hack in employ-
ment on their return. Much of our best land
is lying idle, and unless our lands are able to
pay the interest and sinking fund, and the
upkeep of nearly 4,000 miles of railway, we
cannot expect to become a prosperous com-
munity. The best way to raise money is the
topie of the hovr. We shall reguire some form
of taxation by which we shall be able to take
the money out of the pockets of the taxpayer
without his knowing anything about it. I
think it was one of the Chancellors of the Ex-
chequer in the Old Country who, on one ocea-
sion, said ‘*You can tax a man’s shirt off his
back throngh the Customs witheut his know-
ing it.'”” We have not muech to do with the
Customs in this State now, and I do not think
it is the desire of this body of the representa-
tives of the jpeople to endeavour to tax the
shirt off a man’s back, We have to see that
whatever taxation is imposed is just, and will
hear rightly and equitably upon the whole of
the people, and not upon a section of the
people. Our railways cost uws over 17 millions
of money, which we had to borrow, and the
whole of the money has to be raised by the
freights which are paid hy the outback set-
tlers. Perth and its suburbs pay railway
fares, bot very little in the way of freights.
The Commissioner for Railways is obliged to
muke his freights pay his interest and sinking
fund if possible, and this fund has to come
out of the rates and freights that are charged
to settlers in the outback districts, on the gold-
fields, the wheat areas, and any eentre to
whieh the railways extend.

Hon. P. Collier: The sinking fund
never heen paid ount of railway revenue.

Mr. Smith: What ahout the tramways?

Mr. GRTFFITHS: The favlt lies in the fact
that the interest and sinking fund has been
made a charge against railway revenue, and
not against the State’s revenue. After all,
these are national railways, not goldfields
railways or wheat field railways, they helong
to the State. The interest charged amounts
annuzlly to £625,230 and until this burden is
liftel and distributed equitably, no Further
burden should be placed on the shoulders of
the country people. The railways in normal
times earn £2,085000, the working expenses
are £1,511,545, showing a profit of £374,435,
but this profit has to be used to pay interest
and sinking fund on the railways. Consider
who earns these freights and fares, who keeps
Perth going. Build a wall around Perth to-
morrow and keep it there for a month and
everyone would he out of the City before long,
‘Therefore, the country pays practically the
whole of the interest and sinking fund. Ts
that a fair burden on the conntry people?
We cannot reduce the fares and freights by
removing the amount of interest and sinking
fund. T propose there showld be an equitable
form of land value taxation, so as to find the
interest and sinking fund, and that will more

hag
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than supply the money we are short of to-day.
The primary industries of the State range from
gold, coal, potatoes, and so forth, and they
will not make headway with advantage with-
cut a reduction of the railway freights. There
is low-grade ore to e worked in the mines.
We have heard that a lot of the mines are
tottering on the brink to-day, that they are
going ont, and we know that Collie coal will
have an advantage over the imported article.
Firewood is no small item on the goldfields.
That should be reduced, so as to remove some
of the cost of living to the outback settlers.
All these thiugs should be considerably re-
duced to the agrieulturist, so as to give him
a chance of making a fair living. We are the
lightest taxed people of any State in the Com-
monwealth as far as direct taxation is con-
cerned, and all our revenue iz coming from
our rallways and public works. Direet taxa-
tion only pays 7.42, land brings in 7.65, mis-
cellaneous 6.93, Commonwealth subsidies 12.31,
and public works and railways 65.69.  The
- number of landowners in this Statec holding
trom 1,00 to 35,000 acres is 30,620, and the
unimproved land value in the metropolitan
area amounts to seven million pounds odd; in
the geldfields area it is £202,000 odd, and in
the other towns one millien pounds; while in
the country it amounts to £8,875977; lenses
£]1.425,416. The metropolis therefore pays
about one-third of this taxation, and the coun-
try districts the halance. Boiled down, the
argument is that the vacant land pays nothing
towards interest and sinking fund. This va-
cant and wnon-productive land inereases in
value because of the railways that are bronght
to its doors. Tt i3 quite apparent that the
State gives substantial value to the landowners
who do not produce anything. But we pen-
nlise the man who uses the land. T was in the
country the other day and 1 met 2 man who
made this remark—‘Are they going to con-
serve the natural products and increase pro-
duetion; they are going to do so as far as
potato growing is coneerned, hut they are
going to increase our freights.”’’ He further
gatd, ‘T am sorry [ put my money into land
as far as potato growing is concerned. Wa
have to get our super from Perth by train at
an jncreased cost.”’ T suppose previously he
had got it by bhoat. He further pointed ont
that there was an orchard tax, a vermin tax,
a dog tax, a machinery tax, roads board tax,
and now it was proposed to put up the railway
rates, What ought to be done now is to put
a poll tax on the farmers, particularly on those
who have been fools enough to go out into the
country and invest their moner; anyone who
has been so foolish as to go out on to the
spur lines to work deserves all he pets,

The Minister for Works: What is he growl-
ing abont?

Mr, GRTFFITHS: Reeause it is autici-
pated that there is to be a rise in freights
between Albany and Perth. Tle pointed out
the value of potatoes and onions imported
into the State last year, but no one would he
encouraged to grow these nartieles if the
freights are increasedl. It gave me great plea-
sere to hear the references made by the At-
torney General as to ntilising our natural re-
sources, and that gentleman should be given
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the highest credit for the interest that he has
taken in this matter. All of us ought to do
what we can to forward the projects which
the Attorney General has in hand. We are at
present somewhat in a shadow, and when the
war is over we shall have to do what we can
to assist in the utilisation of our resources,
to do the best we can with our natural re-
sources, and place them io the best advantage.
In short, we must sell more brains and less
raw material; we must utilise the products
we have here. Wool, for instance. Why can-
uot -we turn some of the wool into the com-
won everyday lines such 2s they do in South
Australia, at Onkaparinga. I am going to
assist the Attorney General all T can in the
utilisution of our natural resources. We are
a hig wheat-exporting State. We have got to
the stage now when we send our wheat away.
There is one thing I would like the Ministers
to vonsider, No doubt members saw an inter-
view in the Press some time ago in regard to
an inquiry in connection with the islands to
the north of us. Tn Java there are something
over 40 millions of people.

Mr. Green: Thirty-two millions.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: As far as Java is con-
cerned, there are only blackfellows there.
In the capital city of that big island there
are two thousand motor cars; they have two
fine clubs and thousands of wealthy people
live there. That applies also to the Straits
Settlements, These islands are prepared to
take our wheat, our bisgeuits, preserves and
fruit, and in return send us their coffee and
the other articles which they produce. In
the Comonwealth last year there was no less
a sum than one million pounds lost through
the careless branding of cattle. That is go-
ing on throughout the pastoral districts.
There are members here whe know something
sbout this. I do not know much, Members
may tell me that they knew of this years
ago. The trouble is that though we know
ot these things we do not remedy them. 1
have been informed on the very best of au-
thority that one wmillion golden sovereigng
are lost to us every year just in that simple
matter of careless branding of stock. The
stock is branded on the rump, from which
the sole leather, worth 1s. 3d. per lb, comes,
whereas leather from the neck is worth only
414d. per lb. That is the contrast between
the two ends of the beast as regards brand-
ing. Hon. members langh, but he laughs
best who langhs last. The Attorney General
has told us about the distillation of timber.
Some 30 tons of timber, it appears, have
becn sent to munition works in the United
Kingdom for the purpose of heing tested
in that rvespect. It will be a great thing for
Western Australin if it turns out that the
distillation of our woods is a commercial
suceess. In company with the Attorney Gen-
eral T saw the process of distillation of tar,
cther, and so forth from our timbers carried
out at the Technical School, and T then
asked the hon. gentleman whether it was a
ecommercial proposition. I say again, we
want to sell more brains and less raw mat-
crial. Further, as regards Collie coal, it is
a well established fact that powdered fuel
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can be used on railwavs. Powdered Collie
¢oal ought to be used on our railways. Then
myself and other rountry members would not
have to get up here session after session to
protest against the use of Collie coal in the
wheat areas during the summer months. We
representatives of one primary industry de
not at all like having to bark up against
the representatives of another primary in-
dustry. Our desire is to help the Collie eoal
industry. The officers of the Railway De-
partment know thit no less than six railway
systems of the United States use powdered
fuel, There is a rvecord of one test as a
result of which, after 400 miles’ run. there
was only a double piston full of slaeck. Why
have not our Railway Department inquired
whether Collie coal can be used as powdered
fuel on our system ingstead of Newcastle
conl?  The Minister for Railways revently
informed me that the matter waa not being
overlooked. T know that Ministers have to
excuse their oflicers: but the scientific heads
of the Hailway Depariment should long ago
bhave inquired into and settled this question
of powdered fuel. A great deal bas been
said nbout the utilisation of our natural re-
sources, and there has been much diseussion
of the Agriculiural Royal Commission. Our
agricultural industry has now arrived at the
same stage as the agricultural industry of
other new countries, and notably that of
Canada. We should now follow the exmunple
which Canada has set us, Tn that country
the industry was in sueh a parlous state
that many farmers threatened fo go out, and
somr did po out—exactly as in this State.
Thereapon the Canadian Government sent a
Roral Cemmission, not merely to adjoining
States, but to European eountries as well
Every phase of the agrieultural industry was
investigated by that Royal Commission. Tt
was proved that the fine position of the in-
dustry in Germany, France, and Denmark
had been aehieved in the first place by wide-
spread agricultural education, by  placing
the latest technical knowledge of the pro-
fessors in the possession of all the farmers.
Such  knowledge was  distributed among
the many instead of heing restricted to the
few, 'This Stute has heen gathering agricul-
fural information for wvears, so that when
the Agricultural Royal Commission visited
the Agrienltural Department the Under Sce-
retary was able to bring out a huge file of
valuable information which had been lying
in the department’s pigeon holes. The for-
eign countries T have mentioned have made
soehl infarmation the commeon property of
the farmer; improved technical methods are
brought to the attention of the individual
farmer. The most important factors of all,
however, have been the encouragement of co-
operation and a system of organised eredit.
The province of Saskatchewan, in Canada,
has attached to its Agricultural Department
an agricaltural co-operative organisation
branch, whose specia]l work is to encourage
cn-operation. Our  Premier has  done
a very wise thing in deciding
that cn-operative effort generally amongst
onr farmers 1is to he encouraged. Tt
was hy svstems of ro-operation and of ar-
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ganised ¢redit that Germany raised  her
farming industry to prosperity—aided, it is
true, by a little protection, which was no
doubt to the detriment of her industrial
warkers, The German Governmcnt saw the
danger of Germany becoming a one-sided in-
dustrial country. After two years of war
there was Professor Eltzbacher, wiih  his
company of scientists, answering the ques-
tion whether Germany’s food supply eould
last. This was the reply—

We can last, and that we ean do 81 is
thanks to our agriculture, whiech, under
the powerful proteetion of Governments
whose clear foresight foresaw the danger
of Germany becoming a one-sided indus-
trial  country, Dhas been  encounragei
to thnt extent that we are to-day able to
feed 65 millions of people on 123 million
acres’ of land, without outside help.

One hundred and twenty-five million acres of
land represent a territory about two-thirds
the size of New South Wales. We have
started here by getting a Royal Commission
to inquire into the agricultural industry. I
do sincerely hope that one ontcome of the
Royal Commission’s recommendations will he
the establishment of a permanent hoard of
agrienlture in this State, In this connection
T expected an interjection from the other
side to the effect that the Rowyal Commis-
sion's report mooted that the Commission
should continue to exist for the term of the
natural lives of its members. T do not ad-
vocate that. The findings of the Commis-
sion, however, should be carried into effect,
and there should be continuity of Govern-
ment poliey as regards the agricoltural in-
dustry. Tn that respeet too much party spirit
has been shown, One Minister comes in, and
reverses the policy of his predecessor.  So
long ny that sort of thing prevails, there will
be no advance in our agricultural industry
and ng chance of this country’s getting its
own as regards agrieulture. There is a good
deal more T could saw, but T think T have
spoken long cnongh. One thing T do wish
to emphasise is the necessity for agricultural
edncation. Some gentlemen have urged that
this State could afford to let its children lose
a vear’s education. The opinion of those
who shonld know, however, ig that education
is of equal importance with war servire, T
do not for n moment advocate extravagance
in the Education Department. If economies
can be effected in that department, let them
he effected; and let any duplication whieh
may exist he done away with. The Common-
wealth sees to our first line of defence. in
our cadets, Tf we are to take onr place in
that higger war which is eoming after this
one ig over, if our children are to hold their
own amangst the pations who study the mak-
ing effirient of their citizens, we also must
studv the problem of effective citizenship.
That is n national affair: and the Cnlonial
Seerctary has latelv voiced the opinion that
the time has arrived for deciding whether
the Commonwealth ghould not take its share
of the responsibility of creating the second
line of defenee, by means of the Thigher
edneation and the voecational training of our
ehildren.
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Mr, Stewart: On German lines?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: No. Bat there are some
things we may copy from the Germans—
their industry, and patience, and research,

Mr. Stewart: What about their culture?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The hon. member need
not. have made that interjection, because he
knows very well that we do not want Ger-
man culture here. But we ¢an learn some-
thing from our eumemies, and if we fail to do
80 we are very foolish.

The Minister for Works: I think they are
learning something from us, too.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T hope they will learn
more. The Germans have shown us some
very dirty points, and before the war started
they showed us some very e¢lever points.
Look at the way they exploited us over ben-
zol in our own territories. As a result, when
the war started we had no high explosives.
We had to rob the gas factories in order to
get benzol, Shortly after the outbreak of
war I received a letter from a friend in Staf-
fordshire, telling me that certain firms ap-
proached the Staffordshire colliery owners
and offered to put up certain plants merely
on the condition that they, these firms, got
the benzol, presumably for commercial pur-
poses, presumably for driving motor wagons
and so forth. The Germaus got at us in that
matter. They got at us in regard to the dye
industty. We invented the dye industry,
and they cxploited it. We were too slow to
get out of the wet. Before the war, nine-
tenths of the world was coloured by German
dyes. As T have said, I do not advocate that
we should adopt German culture; but there
are many things we ean learn from the Ger-
mans. As regards agriculture we can learn
much from them, both on practical and on
scientific lines. There is very much, also,
that we can learn from Canada and the
United States. The undouvbted resources of
this portion of the British Empire should en-
able us to take our place in the world after
the war, and to join fully in the general
awakening; but te this end we require the
assistance of every man and every woman
within our borders. Only thus can we get
out of the slough of despond into which we
have fallen.

Mr, PILKTNGTON (Perth) [8.20F: I need
hardly say that it is with extréeme trepidation
I venture to address this Committee on the
subject of finance. Apparently, if one ven-
tures, as a new member, to criticise the Gov-
ernment in their financial attitude, even in
the gentlest manncr, one is liable to he sub-
jected to the rapier-like tongue of the Premier
and the subtle wit of the member for York.
However, T listened with great interest to
the speech which has just heen delivered by
the membher for York, and 1 found in it one
ohservation which oddly enough was worth
hearing, and it was—and T repeat it most
serionsly—that the responsibilitr for the
financial condition of this State and its remedy
rests upon every single member of this House.
T do most earneatly hope that every member
of this House will do whatever in him lies
to see that the financial position is remedied.
We have heard from the Treasurer a state-
ment of the finances which has been already
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deseribed, and rightly described, as extremely
clear. Not only was that statement clear, but
with the returny with which we were furnished,
we were oble to follow more easily the figures
which the Treasurer spoke of. That state-
ment, clear as it is, shows the horrible condi-
tion in whi¢ch our finances stand. Tt shows
quite plainly that this year we may expect a
deficit of £986,000. I take those figures from
the Treasnrer’s speech, and they include the
£50,000 involved ag a result of the recent rail-
way award before the Arbitration Court. In
round figures we may reasonably expeet at
the end of the year a deficit of one million
pounds. The Treasurer told us that next year
he proposes certain taxation which will pro-
duee the smn of £225,000. He also told us in
the course of his speech that the increase in
the difference between the revenue and ex-
penditure from last year to this year, an in-
crease which may be ealled not improperly an
automatic increase, was £236,000, Therefore,
it appears that the automatic increase which
we may expeet next year will be sufficient to
eat up the total of the additional taxation
which the Treasurer has mentioned. It fol-
lows from that, that we should have next year,
so far as remedial measures at pre-
sent suggested go, =a defieit of nearly
a  million pounds. I think it is
not improper to ask out of what fund is the
Ctovernment paying the deficit, and out of
what fund do the Government propose to
pay the difference Dbetween the revenue
and expenditure. T take it that as the lua‘n
funds are, I believe, expended, the money is
now coming from trust funds. As I under-
stand from the Treasurer’s statement that
he requites the X£700,000 which he is bor-
rowing fromn the Commonwealth for the pur-
pose of carrying oa loan works until the end
of the next financial year, there i3 no fund
except the trust fund from which we can
draw in order to meet the difference hetween
revenue and expenditure. It is a fair thing
that this House should understand clearly
what the fund is, from which we are draw-
ing to meet the expenditure.

The Colonial Treasurer: Tt is horrowed
money,

Mr. PILKINGTON: T shall be glad to
have a clear statement of the bhorrowed
money. As I understand the figures before
us, the money borrowed has already been
exhausted by the deficit, We are into the
trust fund T think to the extent of £600,000,

The Colonial Treasurer: We are funding
the debt. '

Mr. PILEINGTON: I am leaving out that
book entry. The faet is that we are into
the trust fund te the extent of £600,000
and we mean to go further. T think the
House and the country should know that so
as to get an idea exactly where we stand
and for how long we can go on meeting thig
enormous (ifference hetween revenue and ex-
penditure and how soon it will he before we
may find onrselves unable to go any further.
The ecircumstances under which we are liv-
ing demand that the Government shounld put
forward a definite finaneial policy, and T
agree with the statement made by the leader
of the Oppositinn the other evening to the
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effect that no sueh policy has been submitted.
The Premier said in the conrse of his ob-
servations the other day that the Govera-
ment had not promised to aguare the led-
ger.  That is vot the point, Nohody sup-
poges thai the ledger is going to he squared
in the eourse of a few years. XNobhody cver
snggested ik, bnt I do snbmit, without mak.
ing any pledge on tle hustings, that whoen
Ministers take oflice as a CGovernment they
do, by that very Act, represent that they
eonsider themselves ceapable and willing of
taking such steps as will lead towards the
remedying of the finaneial position; in other
words that they are willing and able to pot
forward a definite finaneial poliey, The Gov-
ernment have rcome to this llouse and have
pnt forward, ns L wnderstand if, no poliey.
They have asked for snggestions from mem-
bers, They have called for assistance, That
is all.  They appufently  are helpless and
they are calling for help, ‘Their policy may
he summed up with that one word ¢ IIelp.”’
The Government are in duty honnd to pmt
forwart u financial poliey.

Mr. Nairn:  Are you prepared to help
them?

Mre. PILKINGTON: T am doing my best
now. [ am aware that 1he Premier moat

vigoronsly repudinted the suggestion that he
hadl no policy.  He suid he had a policy
and T took n note as well as I could—X am
not a shorthand writer—of the remark
which he made, and it was to the effect that
the poliey of the CGovernment was to cxer
cise ceonomy—TL have no doubt, the strictest
ecomimy-—and  to reduce  expenditure  in
every way without ecreating a panie. And
thut is sericusly put forwardl by the Premier
ot thiy State as a poliey. 1 submit that any
Ciovernment which  puts  forward such a
thirg as n poliey does not know what a
finanecial poliry is. Tt is perfeetly plain to
any person that if a Government comes for-
ward with a finaneinl policy, and its ulti-
mate ohject is economy, then the poliey will
be a statement of those cconomics which the
Government intend to exercise, and if one
of the objects of the Government is to re-
duee expenditure, then the poliey of the
Government. will be a statement of those
reductions of expenditure which it is in-
tended to make. That would be a financial
policy. This thing which I have read out
is nothing less than a platitudinous general-
ity. Tt means nothing; it is no policy. It
cannot bhe criticiged. Tt is the duty of the
Government to tell us what the economies
are they intend to exercise and what the
reduetions are they intend to make in the
expenditure, and show us how they propose
to meet the defieit. How is that wmillion
deficit which we are going to have next vear
to be met?

The ('olonial Treasurer:

Mr, PILRKINGTON: I
next year.

No no.
repeat, n million

The Calonial Treasurer: There will he
£255,000 more taxation.
Ay, PILKINGTON: Yes, and the auto-

matie increase this yerar was £236,000.
[18]
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The Colonial Treasurer: No, £60,000 more
expenditure this year than last year.

Alv, PILKINGTON: The automatic in-
erease in the difference between expenditure
aml revenue was £236,000. True, the in-
erease in  the expenditure was £60,000, but
there was a deerease in the revenue, so thay
the automatic increase was £236,000, Now
1 hope ibe Treasurer understands me. Wae
may reasonably expeet that automatic dif-
ferenee to be equally great next year, and
it will be sufficient to eat up the whole of
the taxation which has been proposed so far
by the Government. T am well aware that
the attitude of the Government is one which
renders it diffienlt for any private member
to speak on or to make suggestions an. They
made no  propositions whatever; they put
forward no policy. They have all the facts
anil figures and all the assistance of the de-
partmental heads, and of course if private
members it forward suggestions, they will
probably he shown to be impracticable be-
vanse of the fact that the Government pos-
sesses the knowledge which ta not disclosed
to private members, Cunsequently, private
memhers are in this eurious position, that
insteadl of the Government  with all the
knowledge and advantages they have, mak-
ing proposals to ns and allowing us to criticige
those proposals, we are under the tremendous
tisadvantage that without any knowledge,
comparatively speaking, withont the power to
et facts and figures froin the heads of (e-
partments, we are expected to make sugges-
tiong to the Government, while the Govern-
ment will sit there waiting to show us that
onr suggestions are wrong, ‘Che position is
hapeless, The Giovernment after all are only
human and they swould feel much hurt and
upset 3l any private member was able to make
suggestions worthy of notice, and which the
Government had mot been able to mazke, not-
withstanding the faet that they have all the
advantages. There have been continual refer-
enees by the Premier and other members of
the Governmnent to the faet that we are not
living in normal times. That is true, and it is
given as a reason why they cannot straighten
the finances. Bot what I would like to point
out is that if we are going to wait for normal
times to return to put our firances straight,
then we shall never put them straight. I do
not understand what the Premier means when
he speaks of normal times. If he means times
similar to those which existed before the war,
then we shall have to wait for a great many
vears. The Commonwealth of Australia will
have a deht of between £200,000,000 and
£300,000,000 to bear, and it will be many
years hefore we ecan get back to normal times
in the foll sense of the term. No doubt we
may expeet in the course of the next five or
six years to get back to times when the coun-
try will have to some extent recuperated from
the tremendous strain of the war, and what one
is to look for is the means whereby the coun-
try can tide over those five or six years and
avoiil going on the rocks in the interval. So
that, if possible, when times come in which
the affairs of the couutry are recuperating,
we may then be able to start and recuperate
without Dhaving repudiated our liabilities.
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‘‘hat is what it scems to me we are looking
for, some means whereby we can tide over
these five or six years in a business way, so
that we can avoid the danger hefore us of not
being able to pay our way. That must he
done during times that are not normal. We
cannot wait for normal times. We are told
continually by the Premier and others that the
remedy for the present state of affairs is in-
creaged production. Of course, increased pro-
duction—at a profit—is the secret. It is the
sole way by which any country becomes
wealthy. [t veally means prosperity, and this
polizy of produce, produce, produce, might
just as well be stated as prosperity, prosperity,
prosperity. No doubt that is the seeret of the
wealth of any wealthy nation, the production
of wealth. But it is qeite plain to me that
it is hopeless to regard an additional produe-
tion of wealth as being the remedy for our
present extremely urgent necessities. The in-
ereased produetion of wealth is something that
can only grow slowly. It canmot grow quickly.
[t is a slow prower. The growth of wealth,
normal and healthy, is always slow. To ex-
pect our productive power to expand within
the next few years sufficiently to get us out
of our present difficulty is to be, not merely
aptimistic, but sanguine beyond all reason.
'he point I wish to emphasise is this: we are
in serious difficulty and we require a sudden,
immediste remedy. The faets are put by the
Treasurer’s figures. Speaking in  round
figures, we have a net revenue of £2,400,000;
the fixed charges under Statutes, ete.,
amount to approximately two  millions,
in round figures. That leaves somt
where about £400,000 to meet the administra-
tive expenses, amounting to £1,200,000. Look-
ing at those figures it seems to me perfectly
clear that we must have a remedy which is
almost immediate, It mnst be a andden rem-
edy and it must be sufficient in extent. There
are but two ways of creating that remedy,
namely, heavy taxation and very viclent re-
trenchment. 1 venture to suggest that with-
out both those methods it will be utterly im-
possible to get the State on a proper footing.
I take it we are all doing owr best to deal
with this problem, I may say I am putting
my head in the nooze when I make a2 sugges-
tion, but what we require to remember is this:
that we have to perform a sort of surgieal
operation, If I am right in my view, we are
to use very violent measures, which, however,
are only temporary measures; the violent taxa-
tion and the violent retrenchment which T be-
lieve to be necessary would be necessary only
to tide us over a few years. I ask hon. mem-
bers to bear in mind that, however violent the
remedies may be, and however much one may
be pilleried for suggesting them, they are
temporary measures only, devised to tide ws
over a very seriona crigis. T do not profess
that T have anything new to snggest, but [
propose to make a few suggestions with the
object rather of starting dJiscussion and
thought in the minda of hon. members than of
pntting them forward as being definite pro-
posals of means whereby I think the diffieunlty
can bhe overcome. A suggestion was made last
year, I do not know by whom; it waa this:
that if some tax could be imposed which would
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rake in some of the loose moncy floating
around Perth at the present time—it will not
be floating around for very long after peaecc
is declared—it would be a very proper form
of taxation. If, for example, Western Aus-
tralia bhad the power to impose an additional
tax on liquor through the Customs, that would
he a very proper tax to impose. Tf there be
any means whereby a tax ecould be imposed
which would have a similar effect, that is te
say, wohld fall on the consumer of liquor, it
geems to me that would be a proper tax to
impose. As I have said, it was suggested by
someone Iast year that a tax which would
coiiipel everybody who had a drink to pay an
extra penny for it, and if that penny ecoulid be
raked into the exchequer, it would be a very
proper tax,

The Minister for Works: We are paying
more than a penny extra now.

Mr. PILKINGTON: T am not nnaware of
the additional tax. T am suggesting a tax
whieh wonld he a Western Aunstralian  tax,
and wounld represent a penny extra on the
present price of a drink, T am sorry if the
Minister objects to it. Tf sueh a tax could
be brought into the exchequer, it would he a
proper tax, Tt would tax some of the loose
money which is being spent threughout the
State to-day. I believe that such a tax can
he devised.

Mr. Holman: Would you put that tax on
mitk and tea and ginger beer?

Mr. PILKINGTON: It eannot he done. [
do not know whether the hon, member would
like to put it on those things, but it cannot he
done. 1If we put a1 tax such as | suggest npon
liquor, we wonkl colleet it through the re-
tailers of liquor, who are mostly the retailers
of drinks under general licenses, wayside
licenses and the like, people who sell liquor
over the bar. PBut, if we were to put such a
tax on, say, tea, we would be met in this way:
persons who wanted to get ten without paying
the tax wonld buy it from the other States,
and by veason of the Commonwealth Consti-
tntion we could not put on it a tax whieh
would prevent the article coming in free from
the other States. But that would not apply
to liquor, because the man who goes into a
hotel for a glass of liguor canunot import it
from Adelaide. That is why such a tax ecan
be put on liguor but canuot be put on wany
other things which T weunld like to tax, such
as tohacro.

Hon. . E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis
ter): What abont the man who buys a boettls
and takes it homet?

Mr, PILKINGTON: T am net just now
dealing with this thiug in detail; T am making
the general suggestion. Tt is not a new thing.

The Attorney (General: The suggestion made
last year was for a sales tax,

Mr, PILKINGTON: A very similar tax;
T am not sugpesting a new thing, T am merely
pointing out that it ean be done, There is no
harm in the suggestion.

The Colonial Treasnrver: Tt is quite right,
it is a very good suggestion, .

Mr, PILKINGTON: Tt is well worth the
conpideration of the Committee. The proposi-
tion T am pntting forward is this: we would
liave to impose upon different classes of liquor,



such as spirits, brer, wines, and there might
be further subdivisions, such a tax to be paid
on relurn made by the vendor of the liquor
that he could recoup himself by adding the
sum of a penny to every drink sold.

Mr. Pickering: It would take some check
RUNN

Mr, PILKINGTOXN: No, a chill could do it.
We cannot get it absolutely accurate, but there
would be nu difficulty in arranging it.  Tho
result would be that the whole of the tax
would fall on the consumer. Of course there
would be a4 provision exempting from the tax
the wholesaler, because we o not want to tax
it twice. The retailer atone would collect the
tax. If that were properly donc, aml care-
fully worked out, the tax would fall on the con-
sumer alone, as it should. 1 am neot in any
way wedded to the particular forin of the
suggestion | have put forward, but | suggest
that in that particular form the tax is one
well worth considering. I have lpoked into it
in a general way, and L dv net pretend to give
to the Committee the exact figure which it
would profuce, but [ believe it would produce
something approaching £250,000 per anpuin,
That taxation, together with the taxation the
Treasurer has proposed, would bring us up
to £473,000 next year. Then I would ask tho
Committee to set its teeth, and the Gov-
ernment to take a hold of themselves
and decide to reduce the liducation Vote
by £150,000. | urge the Committee to hear
in mind the difficulty of finding anything
that can be helpful, We know that this vote
can be reduced. The Premier admitted it the
day bhefore yesterday. When we do these
things we are not following out the permanent
pelicy of the country, but are merely perform-
ing a surgical operation in order to sce our-
selves over a grave crisis. Those propositions
would ameunt to a large sum, over £6006,000,
to go towards meeting the deficit.

Mr. Thomson: Will you indicate where yon
would reducc the FEducation Vote by that
amount?

Mr. PILKINGTON: T cannot say, because
I do not know. TIf I were responsible for re-
ducing the vote I would do as any Min-
ister would do, namely, go to the permancnt
officials of the department and say to them,
f43Where can I .reduce the vote by EL50,000
with the least harm?’’ Some of them would
say, ‘‘Let us do away with the secondary
schools, or let vs make parvents pay for the
sccondary schools.”’ I was a good deal struck
by the remarks of the leader of the Opposi-
tion the other night when he said, what I bad
not previously kmown, that children of five
years of age are going to thesc schools, and
that the schools were being used as nurseries,
and that Lthey would be used as nurscries. L
understand the Act now says that the age
is to he gix, The leader of the Opposition
remarked the other night that he had not
sent his children to school until they had
reached the age of seven. No harm would
e done, but indeed a great deal of good, if
we did not send ehildren to sehool until they
were cight. That iz a matter upon which T
think the leader of the Opposition will bo
found to be ip agreement with most of the
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educationists of the present day. It is the
greatest mistake, and I believe the best opin-
ion is to tbat effect, to send young children
to school who cannot learn, and hate the idea
of being taught, and whose minds are not
able to get a grip of the matter they are try-
ing to tearn. 'This is not gued for them. Iun
s0 far as schools are used merely as nur-
series, which 1 think is largely the case, the
children do not learn any lessons at all, and
they should not be there, and we should not
be put to the expeuse of providing nurseries
tor these children. I think this is one direc-
tion in which undoubtedly Jarge savings
might be made. I am not prepared to say
how the £150,000 should be cut off. I use
these figures because they represent a good
large saum to cut off. [ suggest that this
amount should be cut off for the present, go
that we could pay our way, because 1 believe
we can cub it off. The Premier the other
night spoke with pride, apd rightly se, «f
having vut down certain expenditure by
£22.000. How far does this amount take us
in respect to the deficit? [t is merely a drop
in the ocean. We must try some means thot
will cut things down by a very much larger
amount, or gome means by which we can tax
in large sums, otherwise we have mo hepe.

Mr, Pickering: What about the Univer.
sity? ‘

Mr. PILKINGTON: That accounts for
£13,500 per annum, That might be reduced,
and I would not object at all. I should like
to say a few words about the rallways. If
£600,000 odd can be got, we would still be
a long way from meeting the deficit, and a
great deal more recmains to be done. The
Railways are showing a loss—I do not mean
i working loss—in the sense of the sum,
which has to¢ be found out of revenue as
against that of expenditure, of £359,000 for
this year. The Treasurer’s figures were
£509,000, and T am adding to that £50,000
extra as a result of the Arbitration Court
award. These figures are amazing, and make
one feel like the Honorary Minister who was
gasping a year ago, just as I am gasping to-
night. One hopes that a great saving may
be made. I was a little pained to hear that
it was the intention of the Govoroment to
obtain the services of an expert to report
upon the railways. I canunot help thinking
that this practice of getting cxperts to report
savours of shelving the question for the pre-
sent, and giving Ministers some breathing
I cannot understand how the greatest
railway expert on earth could come here,
and, in the course of a few weeks or months,
learn more abeout the question than our own
local experts,

Mr. Pickering: On general principles.

Mr, PILKINGTON: If an expert came
here and showed things to our loenl experts,
which would cnable them to make a substan-
tial reduction in the cost of running the rail-
ways, and our own local experts could not
show this themselves, then I should say that
our loeal experts were not fit to be in charge of
the railways. Owr own cxperts, the Commis-
sioner and his stalf, should he quite capable,
in my opinion, of dealing with the matter,
but what they want is a free hand.
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Mr. Thomson: The ouly thing they have
suggested so far is to imerease rallway
freights,

The Minister for Works: The suggestions
of the staff have not yet been made in the
House.

Mr. PILKINGTON: 1 should be very
much surprised to learn that this was a sug-
gestion from the staff. I wventurc to say
with confidence—I have po knowledge, of
course, of the staff—thut if the cexperts of
our Railway Department were told something
like the following, ‘‘You see our position.
What are we to do? Tell us, as a Govern-
ment, frankly what you think ought to he
done. Never mind about Acts of Parlia-
ment or regulations. Tell us the basis upun
which you ean largely reduce this tremcuwl-
ous cost. You make out, as railway experts,
the basis on which this thing should bo car-
ried out, and we, as a Government will back
you up. We will see that it is carried out
so far as ik can be carricd out within tie
bounds of possibility, and we will not sheive
the respousibility uwpon you, but will take
the whole weight of it upon our own shoul
ders,”’ and I have no doubt they would Jde
it. The angwer to this, on the part of Min-
isters, will doubtless be that the Government
have been in communjcation with the staff
for years past, but what a difference there is
between the Governmeont communicating
with the staff and continualiy asking the
Commissioner what they ought te do, aud
the position that the stall would bLe in if
they were usked ‘‘Let us know definitely the
conditions umder which you can bring Lhis
railway concern into something like a rea-
sonzble financial position. ‘Tell us how you
can do it, und the Act and the conditions of
employment can go’’?

The Minister for Works: The conditions
of employment are settled by the Arbifration
Court.

Mr, PILKINGTON: I am speaking of the
conditions of employmen: that are in tho
form of the Acts and regulations, which in
the Railway Department arc siringent amd
difficult to deal with. As a private member,
I cannot get information from the railway
staff as to facts and figures.

The Minister for Railways: You lhave the
annual report of the Railway Department.

Mr. PILKINGTON: If onc wanted fo
understand a business and was given a bal-
ance sheet from which to obtain that know-

ledge, one would feel inclined in one’s rage-

to throw it in the man’s face. It is absurd
to suggest this report as a means of obtain-
ing information. Tako the hest business man
en earth, and ask him to go through a husi-
ness place and say to him **This business is
Tosing. Tn that room you will fiud all the
books of the business. Tell us what s
wrong.’’ The result would he that he woull
not be able to say anything alout the busi-
ness.

Hon. W. I, Angwin: T found that out in
the implement works,

Mr. PILKINGTON: T found it out, too,
when private members were asked to make
suggestions,  We cannot make sugpestions
of any value. We can only suggest the way
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in which Ministers might go if they really
meant to put this thing right, and fuce the
position, even if it turned out that thoy
weore doing something which would make
thent unpopular, and which was difficult to
aceomplish.

Mr, Lutey: If the Government were in
favour of an upimproved land tax would youn
vote for it

Mr. PILKINGTON: I am not speaking in
favour of any uwnimproved land tax as an
unimproved land tax, I am in favour of
putting a tax on unimproved land if such a
tax will raise revenue, and if i will not do
any serious injustice. I am not particularly
fond of that tax, or indeed of any other tax.
Taxes are disagrecable things, but sometimes
necessary, We must get money somehow,
and this certainly is one means by which we
can get it, I wish to make a few remarks
c¢oneeraing the public serviece, I mean the
service which is under the Public Service
Commissioner, 1 am aware that it is a com-
paratively  small  thing, and that the
total salaries only amount to something like
£360,000 a year. 1t appears to wme that the
Government have no right to reduce these
salaries. To do this would in effect be to
tax the public service instead of the whole
community, and this does not appear to he
either fair or right, I do say most cmphatic-
ally that the Government have a right to
ingist that cvery man in the public service
shall pull his own weight in the boat, and that
if he does not he should be pushed out. At
present he cannot be pushed out. Tf the
Government mean to put the public service
into order they must amend the Publie Ser-
vice Aet.  TKnowing luman nature as we do,
we understnud that the moment a Minister
scts about gotting rid of useless hands in his
department at that very mowent, ¢uite natur-
ally, every man in the department is against
him. 'The Minister must be in a pesition to
say to the various heads and sub-hcads of
departments, ‘This thing has to be done. I£
you will not do it I will get someone clse who
will do it.’?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Will that apply to the
heads of departments?

Mr. PILKINGTON: Yes, to cveryone. Up
to within a short time ago every servant of
the Crown in "Western Australia, and indeed
generally throughout the Empire, could be dis-
missed at a  moment’s wotice without any
reason being given. That power was done
away with by the first Public Service Act, but
was reinstated by an amendment in a subse-
quent Public Service Aet.  Then the present
frubliv Serviee Act was brouvght in, and under
that a man eannot Dbe dismissed unless his
office is abolished, or unless he is made a super-
numerary  oflicer under the FPublic  Service
Commissioner, or unless a charge is laid against
him of incompetency, and proveid, which, in
nine ecases out of ten, cannot be done. Thel:e
ig a type of man very common in the public
gervice, who mever gets his work done, and
always has a valid excuse for not doing it
Wo all know him. The only thing that the
Government can do with men of this sort is
te get ril of them, for they cannot prove in-
competency agaivst them, That alteration 1§
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very necessary in order that Ministers may
get vigorously to work, and take the necessary
steps to reduce the expenditore in their de-
partments.

The Minister for Works: Would you make
it a penal offence for a member of Parliament
to try to use his influcnce to prevent a dis-
tnissal?

Mr, PILKINGTON: T should imagine that
wmembers of Parliament would not use their
influence improperly in that (direction.

The Minister for Works: You do not know
then.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Minister should give
instances.

Mr. PILKINGTOX: My iznorance of Min-
isters or hon. members leaves me in a haze.
The svggestion has come rather swildenly, and
I am not prepared to say that my answer
must necessarily be a correet one. | helieve
it is unnecessary, surely, to make it a penal
offence for mewbers to try and use their in-
flnence in an improper way as a means of
preventing a dismissal, I do not think any
such influcnee should be used. T quite under-
stand that a Minister may very properly ask
an hon. member if he krows anything about
a particular person, but 1 do not know whether
that could be said to be wvsing influence. Tt
is, perhaps, true that members of Parliament
might most improperly use their influgnee with
Ministers on wmillions of things, and if this
were all to be penal this House might be com-
paratively empty—I do not mcan now, but in
former yecars.

Hon. P. Collier: There is such a thing ag
political influence in securing positions in high
places,

Mr. PIJLRINGTON: One is fortunate in
being & new mewmber, and in being unaware
of thesc things, with which the interjeciors
seem to he so Inmiliar. 1 have advanced what
neeessarily appear to be vague ideas of the
course which may be adopted, in the hope that
those ideas may be of some assistanee in the
general effort of members of the Committee
to help the Govermment to bring our finances
inte a proper condition.

Mr. NAIRN (Swan) [9.337]: T am sure we
have all listened with great interest to fhe
remarks of the member for Perth (Mr. IMlk-
ington) during the last hour. I do not
know that I have cvome to quite the same
conclusions ag the member for York (Mr.
Griffiths), who judged the memher for Perth
on his first attempt. But I think most mem-
bers of the Committee feel, with me, that
for any real assistance, any cffective contri-
bution, towards the solution of our difficul-
tics, we are still lost in o maze, and as much
hewildered as ever. With all due respeet
to the member for Perth, and with particn-
lar respect for the first half of his speech,
[ do not think that a wmember whoe adopts
merely the role of fault-finder is of murh
assistanee to the country at the present
time. The member for Derth having ex-
pressed his views of the Government, T am
entitled to express mine voncerning him. In
opposition to the member for Perth T say,
with all sineerity, that it is the duty of
each individual member to belp Minislers
wherever he can.
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Mr. Thomson: The member for Perth said
that, too.

Mr. NAIRN: The member for Perth has
vifered only one remedy.

Mr. Johnston: No; several.

Member: That is malicious.

Mr. NAIRN: No one has suggested that
the member for Perth proposed any malicious
action, 1 disagree with the statement of
the member for Perth that it is no part of
his duty, and consequently, I presume he
means, no part of the duty of any private
member, to assist the Government by mak-
ing any definite proposal. The hon. member
made that statement in the first part of his
speech, as *Hansard'' will prove. In that
respect L entirely disagree with him,

Hon, W, ¢, Angwin: The Premicr said last
night that he did not expect any assistance
from this side of the Chamber.

Mr. NATRN: [ wish to express how I fecl
regarding the sum total of our individual
and collective responsibility at this junctnre
in the history of Western Australia. There
is not a member of this Commitice, either
new or old, who has not in some measure
contributed to bring about the present re-
grettable condition of the State. This con-
dition has heen made by the people at large,
and those who are the Government’s stern-
est  critics to-day are those who, mnot
very long agu, urged the people on to exira-
vagance, 1 refer particularly to the Press.
From one end of the State to the other the

Government were urged to proceed with
works  which, as to-day we can all sce
clearly, represented reckless extravagance,

““A theusand miles of rallway at a thousand
pounds per mile’’ was one fag which was
being waved all over this country, And be-
cause the Government accepted sueh, sug-
gestions

Mr. Johnston:
very good poliey.

Mr. NAIRN: For Williamg-Narrogin, yes;
but Williams-Narrogin is not the whole of
this Staute. I acknowledge thut those sug-
gestions were made in all good faith and
without: any desire to disturb the equilib-
riumy of Western Australia; hut, simply be-
cituse cvents which neither the present nor
any other Government could have foreseen
or controlled have rendered certain public
works unprofitable, it is not fair or manly,
it is uscless, for any person to say, ‘[ shall
naot offer any suggestions to the Ministry.’’
1t is the duty of members of this Connnittee
to assist the Ministry. To e a fault-finder,
te b hypercritical, is easy; nothing in the
world is easier. But it is a difficult thing,
and it requires some courage, to indicate a
clear road out of onr fimancial difliculéies, T
do not agree with the opinion of the member
for Perth that a system of drastic taxation
and drastic retrenchment—to use his own
wards—will save this country from u catae-
lysi. T helieve just the opposite. T think
the rcarrving out of the suggestions of the
member  for  Perth would lead to
greater injury to the industries and the credit
of this State than anything else could bring
about. The firat plank of the platform of the

At the time, they were
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memher for Perth was unification. Bué the
present condition of Western Australia is due
largely to onr contributions to the war, anl,
next, to the vouth, the immaturity, of our
primary amd secondary fwinstries, leaving us
industrinlly anficted to meet the crisis, Tt will
e o poar recompense and a poor advertise-
ment for (his State, which has done so much
for the Pmpire, it i s to be told that al) we
can do ix to Jutnd ewrselves over to the pity
of the Commonwcalth. 1 do not approve of
any such proposal.

Mr, Pickering: It was My, Colebateh who
advocated unifieation,
Mro NAIRN: The member Tor Perth more

than onee argued that unification was going
to save Western Mustralin, It may he wise
fur ws to Lry and realise some of the factors
which have hrought Western Austrulin to its
present  comddition,  We wmay {hen  discover
ineans of extricafing onrselves from our finan-
eial «difliculiivs.  One important factor has lieen
the wnleveloped state of owr primary indus-
tries, as compared with those of the other
members of e Commanwenlth,

Hon, L. Coflive: And we have no sevomdary
ingustries,

Avo NATRN: | oam coming to that,  But ean
we help the situvation by jwposing further b
dens on our producers?  That course will ouly
apgravate the pesition,  Next, as regards our
aecoadary industrivs, onr manutactoring indog-
tries.  In retorn for its contrilutions to the
war, this State is recciving less than any other
State of the Commonwealth.,  Practieally we
are reeciving from the war expenditure only
the wages of owr soldiers. - Out of 1he ex-
penditure ol scores of millions of pounds on
the equipnent of Mustralia s soldiers, we pet
practically wothing.,  That is one of the prin-
cipal causes o onr present unfortunate posi-
tion. llaving visited the Kastern States, |
say in all sineerity, in view of the natural
potentinlities of Western Austrailia, this State
1s suflering by reason of its newness, But for
the memher for I'erth to say that it will take
uz 20 vears ip retrieve owr losses is simply
absurd, Within two vears of the declaration
of peave, most of our industries will again
Lie profitable. Ts it going to take 20 years for
our railway service, our timber industry, or
onr Frimit mduastry to recover? One who makey
such a statement does not realise the mnnerous
causes which have contrilwited to bring about
our present unfortunate condition.

flon. 1>, Collier: It will take a few yeoars
as regards shipping.,

Mr, XAIRXN: That is true, DBut it is not
given to any nan to xay exactly what is poing
to follow after the wur. There is no man with
sufliciont Drain-power to look so far ahead.
When the war is over, I helieve with many
others, there will, e a more rapid return to
prosperity than ever belore in the history of
manukind, beeause the nniversal desire of man-
kil will he fo get back to where they were
three or four years ago in the matter of jiro-

duetion. Is Western Australin going to e
left bebind in that sace!  Are we going lo

destroy virselved, practically, by leaving our-
selves unprepared for” the  foture after the
war?  We cannot bave retrenchment in the
manner suggested, without destroying the
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whole social fabric of the State. 'Thore may
come a time when sheer, dire necessity will
vompel us to retreuch in that fashion; but |1
do not think any man will contend that that
time has arrived now. This State is not ex-
hausted financiatly; and I think the Frea-
surer will be able to telt us that by making
reasonable adjustmeuts, by cutting our cloth
a little sborter, and by the co-operation of
every Minister and every member of this

Purliameut,  Western  Auvstralia  will  be
able to keep aficat until smooth waters
have aguin been reached. Ot course, il the

war goes on for an interminable length of
time, we in common with the rest of mankiml
miy be compelled to de anything. But to say
that Lhnt stupe has already been reached is
to plumb a depth of pessimisn inte which |
hope the majority of this Committee bave not

iHunged, 1 odo not approve of this general
attack oun  Ministers, as though it were
hiamunly  possible  Tor any Minister to solve

the country’s difficuily in the muuner which
has heen swgrested to-night, withent hringing
about a erisis. 1 want to aveid that erisis it
pmssible; amd those who have interests in the
State desive, | am sure, te aveid it alse. 1or
that reason | hope every member of the Com-
mittee will do whatever is in him fo help the
Government to get the Stato out of its Jifh-
culties. | know (hat Lhis can be expected
from hon. members sitting opposite. The
thing I regret is that we are wot in a position
to make unse of the hest brains of every sec
tion of {he House. | do not say that with

any idea of raising o party ruestion at all
Rut it is vegrettable that in ilkis {ime of

erisis the State cannot avail itselt of the best
beaing of every party in this Chamber,

Mr. Dolman:  You were not allowed Lo
choose the hest brnius on your siile; suo what
are yon talking about !

Mr., NATRN: I may regret it all the same,
That wounld not alter the position in the
slightest.  This is a time for nnited effort, a
time for laying aside all those little things
whicly, after all, de unot count for so very
mueh.

Mr. Munsie: It ig u great pity you did oot
atlvoeate that some time ago.

Mr. NAIRN: T liave never ak any time
adopted the attitude which the interjection of
the bhon. member would suggest.

Mr, Munsie: [ never heard that yom were
a very helpful eritic while you were on this
sitle of the House; you did nothing but abuse
the Fabour Government all the time they
were in powcer.

Ar, NATRX: T have no desire to follow the
hon. member in his vivid imagination. We
kuow where it takes him and that it loses him.
Hon. memliers who know me know that T have
always endeavoured to aveid being a vicions
or party eritie. Whatever may have hap-
pened in the past, the time has now arrived
when every memher in this House should give
the hest that is in him, and we should hold
this State up and show to the people of Aus-
tralin that we are not lost beeanse we have
i defieit. There are other countries which are
suffering just as we are suffering to-day, but
they liave found ways out of the difliculties,
und I venture to say that it is only those who
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have adopted a drastic and unreasonable atti-
tude who will suffer. There are undouhtedly
means by whirh the Government can effeet
economies; I have no hesitation in saying that,
Of course there is no one here who is satisfied
with what the Ministry have done so far, [t
would be flattery amd foolishness fo supgest
that we were safisfied.  We wonld like them
to do a great deal more, and if we are able
to help them to go further, the Government
have the right to eclaim that help from us,
amd we should freely give it rather than at-
tempt to destroy what has been (done and
upset those who are at the present time en-
deavouring to do their hest.

tlon. P. Collier: It may he that a little
fault finding will do good.

Mr. NALRN: [ have no objection to a little
fault finding, but there is one thing that T do
object to in a mule and it is that he can break
up without building up. We can all smash up
but when one can be of value it is when he
can offer sugpestions in the direction of con-
structing. That is what we want. Up to the
present time [ adwmit T have been bitterly
disappointed with the only suggestion that
has been made. We heard the leader of the
Opposition's temperate speech, but the sum
total of it was the keeping away from school
of some of the younger memboers of the com-
munity.

Mr. Munsie: Are youw satisfied with the
suggestion put forward by the Government
np to date?

Mr. NAIRN: T do not think there iz much
nse eross firing with the hon. member beeanse
he is not likely to see things as they exist at
the present time,

Mr. Munsie: T am trying to find out.

Mr, NAIRN: The hon. member is trying in
an extraordinary way.

Mr, Munsie: The hon, member has aot re-
plied to my question; abuse is no argument.

Mr., WAIRN: Tt is the duty of Ministers
to do more than they have done at the pre-
gent time, but F am not condemning them for
what they have done. 'There are departments
which require something in the aature of
drastic treatment on the part of the (Govern.
ment to eorrect them. T will give one instance:
the Railway Department, some of the officers
of which are wot working in the hest interests
of the State. The engineers who were re-
sponsible for the State suffering a big loss by
the deviation of the tramway line to Murray-
street are, in my opinion, not fit ta held their
positious, and if Ministers de not see that that
kind of thing is not repeated they will always
e subjected to eriticism.

Mr. Muonsie: It was political influence that
was responsible for that.

Mr. NATRX: It was abviougly wrong ani
foolish to eonstruet the line in Murray-street.

Hon. P. (ollier: T know you desire to he
fair to the engineers. They were not respon-
sible; it was the Government of the day who
were responsible; it was poliey.

Mr. NATIRN: With all due respeet to the
leader of the Opposition who should know =all
about it, we had gond reason to believe that
the vailway authorities were responsible, The
work was ecarried out in f{ace of n protest
from respensihle bodies and alse in face of u

petition signed hy 25,000 people. If that
were the only thing one would not mind s
much, but there are s-ores of sueh instances
in varions parts o1 the State, The Govern-
ment are entitled to expeet tfrom their oflicers
that service wiich will help in the saving of
money, not in the extravagant expenditure ol
it,

The Minister for Railways: You are assam-
ing that the engineers were responsible,

Mr. NALRN: Perhaps it wonld be better to
say railway ofticials, We have never liaul eom-
plete knowledge of what happened exeopt thaf
the State has been lmded in a loss of several
thonsamds of powads whiel it will never re.
rain ol that happened  through the persist-
ence and stubborness of certain mwen in high
positions, Ministers shiould e in the position
to deal with those wen, 1 ouly want to regis-
ter the opinion that it is our duty to nssist
the Government in the present crisis, [ Jdo not
care which Government miay he in power, but
it iz our duty to so preserve the State that it
will he saved from those who want to save it
by wroeking it,

Member: What abont edueation?

Mro NAIRN: We have heard a good deal
about edncation, but 1 will be able to express
my opinien when the vote is umder review.
Briefly the Edueation Departisent, like every
other department, must he subject to  elose
scrutiny.  The prineiple T subseribe to is that
uf free aml compnlsory primary oducation Tor
every chill in the community. That principle
has been established and must he maintainel.
There are many defects in the Edueation De-
pactment which shoull be corvected and there
are many trills which onght to he got rvid of,
and 1 shall be abie to tell the Minister of them
when the fime arrives. AL T want to do is to
aive a nir chanee to thoze who are oceupying
high and vesponsible positions.  To expect to
b able to improve the eondition of things by
tlie dpastiec stggestion which hag been male
to-might to my mind will he utterly impossible
and Tutile at the present {ime,

Mr, JONES (Fresmantle) [440]: Like the
S0 add members of this [Tonse who will nd.
dress themselves Lo the FEstimates, T am going
to endeavour to de my bit to help the (fov-
ermment. 1€ T am optimistic in what | am
going to say it will not he heeanse T believe
in the Government but beeause 1 helieve in
mmauity, ¥ woull like to congratulate the
member for Swan upon the faet that he ig a
changed man sinee the party to which T be-

foig has ceased to be in offiee, He  has
rearhed a state of grace. 8o far as [ re-

memher the member for Swan was never
then eharacterised by that womldsrfal toler-
anee which he has shown towards the (fow
ernment he is now supporting, It is a plea-
sure to all memhbers of this 1Touse that at
last the cartain raisers with which the Gav-
ernment have entertnined hon, memheors, are

over, and that tho enrtain itself hag bhoen
radsed  wpon  the drama of the Fstimates,
which the Government have boomed under

the title of **Feonomy.’ Tt is, T believe
supposed to be o geriong dreama, bt the plot
iv 1= ohl ag the hille. We are all acquainted
with thalt play wherein {he charactors pre-
tend to he something they are not, in which
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the walking gentleman who is only a used
up comedian pretends to be the hero and the
old lady plays the part of the hercine.

Mr, Holmun: The Minister for Works must
be that old gentleman.

Mr, JONES: Quite so. This drama which
has bheen produced has degencrated into n
farce in whieh the part of economy is heing
played by not merely the Estimates, which
have been put before us, but also some of
the actions of the Government during the
past few months. The Government have had
the unblushing auwdacity to come forwnrd
and talk of ecounomy, as the member for
Perth has explained. The Premier said that
the policy of the Governinent was to exercise
the strictest economy and reduce expediture,
T was pleased to hear that because 1 thovght
from the remarks of the Attorney Gencral
that the policy of the Governmeant was
‘'Zufficient unto the day is the evil there-
of;'" it is, however, n piece of absolute
brazen cheek to talk of economy in face of
some of the facts which have been put be-
fore the Tlouse in recent months.,  TFancy
talking of economy when a sum of £1,093 L6s.
114, was expended 1o gaol one old man. The
incarceration of Candish cost this State
£270 a moenth—£10 a day, Iow Candish
must smile in hig cell in the solitnde of that
little stone house where the Government has
placed him at Fremantle on thinking that
at his age he should be worth that amount
nf money to the Government of the State.
But that is not the only episode in the faree
of economy which the Government are play-
ing. At the Fremantle wharves the National
Labour Burcaw which the Government have
erceted cost, according to the Estimates,
£2,500 and Heaven only knows if that is the
end of the expenditure. It would be inter-
esting to know if the Government are spend-
ing any money at the Fremantle wharf at
the present time, My experience of the em-
ploying elasses of the community is that thoy
are not philanthropists so far as the employ-
ment of workers is concerned, but yet we
find on the wharves at Fremantle little in-
cidents such as this oceurring daily: FEight
lumpera shifted, during eight hours, some-
thing like 18,000 bags of wheat, while the
same number of scabs shifted 12,000,

The Attorney General: The schoolbeys did
as murch in one hour as the lumpers did in
a day.

Mr. JONES: That tale, as the Attorney
(ieneral knows, is the invention of an imagin-
ative mind.

The Attorney General: One has only to
watch them working to know that any
schoolboy can do more.

Mr. TONES: I would Tike to hear that the
Attorney General ever attempted to do a
day’s manual work; I think it would have
heen good for his soul.

The Attornev (eneral: Probably T have
done more manual labour in my life than
have you.

Mr. JONES: The question is not as to
whether the Attornev General has done more
work than T, it is as to the audncity of the
Government in calling themselves 2 Govern-
ment of economy while this expenditure of

[ASSEMBLY.)

money has heen going on along the wharf,
1t is my dnty to warn the Government, 1
do wot wish to see them rush over a ateep
place down into the sea. 1 would have done
us moeh had T been in Judea when Christian-
ity was being founded. [t scems to me the
same position is heing adopted in regard to
the sticking of wheat at Midland Junetion,
Spenrer’s Brook and the other centres, the
sante seenes are heing repeated, nnd the same
expenditure by this Government of economy
is being indulged in, Tents are being erected.
I do mnot know whether some highly paid
officinls from the Works Department will go
aleng and attend to the cooking for those
men, but the same position is being estab-
lished during the present trouble, and in every
ease prefercnece s given to those seabs whe,
aecording to the Attorney General, are such
excellent workmen. In every case the vie-
timisation of the genuine unionist is being
practised and is being bolstered up by pub-
lic money subseribed by the taxpayers, 1
am sorry the Government have become 3o
hystericol that they are mistaking the re-
fusal of a few men to be sweated for a
new phase of the Russian Revolution, and
arc sending up, wholesale, police constables
to guard the wheat staeka at an extra cost
of G6s. per day per ecomstable. 1t would ap-
pear that the Gevernment ean afford to pay
this extra money for wholly unnecessary
poliee protection, but ennnot afford to pay
the extra aixpence per hour for broken
time in the stacking of wheat. During the
course of the debate the member for Torrest
(Mr. O'Loghlen) was sternly rebuked by
the IPremier for remarking that the Honor-
ary Ministers had been good boys. Judging
by the Premier’s rebuke it would seem that
they had not heen good boys. T do not
refer to the memhber for Nelson (Hon, T, .
5. Willmott), who perbaps has been no
worse than George Washington, who chopped
down the cherry tree, hut T refer to the Hon-
orary Minister in another place, who directs
the operations of the wheat pool. That gen.
tleman has control of the wheat stacks at
Midland Junction and other centres, and for
some reasen or other he seems to think it
his duty to be firm and refnse to grant to
the men working at Midland Junetion and
other places the condtions under which the
men similarly employed at Geraldton have
heen working ever since the beginning of
the operations. The conditions enjoyed by
the Geraldton men are being asked for by
the men who have ceased work at the other
centres, but the Honorary Minister, with a
Napolecnic gesture, says ‘‘No; I have
spoken.’’ Tf 1 might venture to apply the
words of Mark Anthony to this boy whom
the Premier will not agree is a good boy,
I should deseribe him as a peevish schoolhoy.
The Government are talking ahout economy
in the pnblic service. T do not know ex-
actly what they mean, unless their methods
of economising are to ¢reate unemployment,
Some members arc unreasonable enough to
say that the Government have no right to
get rid of a man nnless they can show him
some other avenve in which he can earm a
living. T am one of those, and I say



[14 Feervuary, 1918.]

if the Government must retrench why
not retremch those willing and ready io
work as national volupteers omn  the
wharf? They have shown their prefer-

ence for other employment, and they have
demonstrated that tbeir services can be dis-
pensed with in the deparfment. In these
circumstances I aubmit that it is only right
and fair to retrench those indivuals, if the
Government must economise by the process
of sacking men. There is one item of ex-
penditure in the public service into which
the Government might put the proning
knife; I refer to the iniquitous system of tea
money, the practice of paying overtime at
the rate if 1s. an hour to a man who goea
back to work and stays for an hour and a
balf. The tea money system, I think, was
invented in order to allow middle clerks to
annoy the understrappers in the various de-
partments, If the Treasurer were to go into
this question he would find that the prun-
ing knife could easily be put into the tea
money.

The Attorney General: What is tea money?

Mr, JONES: It is overtime at the rate of
1s. an hour which ia paid to any man who
will stay behind in a Goverzrment depart-
ment for an hour and a half after he need
be there,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It is handy if they
want to go to a theatre any night.

Mr. JONES: One feature of the Estimates
which 1 view with serious alarm is the pro-
posed increase in the Police Vote.

Mr. Davies: Do you object to the police
getting a living wage? For that is the pur-
pose of the increase.

Mr. JONES: I object to no one getting a
living wage; I would not be on this side if T
did. T was not aware that the member for
Guildford was Colonial SBecretary, Probably
he is in full possession of all the facts, and
g0 it mght be as well to ask him for an ex-
planation—after I have finished.

The Minister for Works: Your objectinn
is to the police at all, it is not?

Mr. JONTS: Personally I do not need
them; I do not suppose the hon. member hag
any nced of them either. I am wondering
what this increase in the Police Vote is
really for. Does it mean that we are to have
more prosecutions similar te the conspiracy
charges on which poor Candish was sent to
gaol at a cost to the State of £10 per day?
If so, it will be necessary for many socie-
ties to look out for themselves. There i the
Theosophical Society, there is even the West
Australian Farmers, Ltd. No one will be
safe if the police once get active -tracking
up the authors of statements such as ‘‘Chil-
dren should have grass to play upon in the
school yarda.’”’ No one will be safe if the
prosecutions are to follow the lines followed
in the recent conspiracy cases. Not that it
would do some members any harm to have
a night’s experience of Roe-streef. Had such
an experience not been altogether unknown
among members, the lice which dwell there
would probably have been discovered at o
much earlier date. I trust that some of the
increased vote is to be apent on improving
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that loeck-up and on the purchase of insect
powdsr for the Roe-street establishment.
Also I would suggest that provision bg made
by which prisoners shall not be required to
wipe on the same towel with a venereal
prisoner, Probably the Minister for Works
will say I amn looking after my own future
interest. If the work of the Police Depart-
ment is to be judged by results, it is signifi-
vant that the population of the Fremanile
gaol bas decreased during the last 12 months
to such extent that we find the maintenance
fund has been reduced by more than £1,000.
From this it would appear that the police,
to whom the increases have been granted, are
not showing the resulls they were giving
prior to the increases being asked for.
I have made reference to the constables whom
the Government in their hysteria sent to guard
the wheat stacks, and to their being paid at
the rate of 6s. per day, extra pay, for doing
entirely unnecessary work. We find at the
same time that the Government could only
afford to pay prison warders, who were en-
gaged in constructive work at Rottnest Island,
in charge of prison gangs, and were really
doing useful work in the production of wealth,
at the rate of 1s. a day. This strange an-
omaly would appear to be a part of the idea
of the Government to effect economies, It is
the duty of someone to warn the Government
that this idea of sacking men is mnot

an economy .at all, and anything but
an economy. This tends to create un-
employment, and to reduce the num-

ber of producers in spite of the fact that
members on the other side of the House have
as their alogan the ery ‘‘Produce, produce.’”’
To decrease the number of producers is to
decrease the production of wealth, and, in ad-
dition to that, to decrease the population to
whom the wealth that is produced is sold. We
find that the ideas of the Govermment in the
direction of economy arc entirely out of count
so far as real economies are concerned. They
have to seriously consider a policy of repatria.
tion, which after all is only an aggravated
unemployment problem. In doing that they
cannot afford to create a lot of unnecessary
employment,  The problem of repatriation
will mean new industries, for which no provi-
sion is being made by the Government. The
Government are rather hindering the creation
of new industries by dispensing with the ser-
vices of such men as the Commissioners for
the South-West and the fruit industry, and
other experts connected with our lands. Had
we the necessary expert opinion, showing us
where flax could be grown, what parts of the
State were most suitable for silkworms, and
how wattle bark could be produced for our
fell-mongering trade, we should be indulg-
ing in a policy of real economy, which is en-
tirely at variance with the present policy of
the Government,

The Attorney General: All these things are
already heing done.

Mr., JONES: I am pleased to lear that.
Perbaps there are other things on my list
upon which T might be able to give some as-
sistance to the Government. We find that
there are many sewerage areas which are
waiting for the work of installation
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and reticulation to Dbe started. There
is an area in North Perth comprising

all the properties within the boundaries

of Farmer-street and Hunter-street. There
is an area in Leederville and another
one in West Perth, and also oune in

East Fremantle containing over 130 houses
waiting to be comnected with the sewerage
system, The Government have the material
with which to do the work, valned at over
£30,000, a hbuge stock of stoneware pipes,
plumbing material, and a good deal of other
stock for the works, but in spite of that no
provision has been made by the Minister for
Works te go on with these necessary under-
takings, which will also create employment,
and really be in the direction of a policy of
true cconomy.

The Minister for Works: It you will give
me tlhie money I will find plenty of employ-
ment.

Mr. JONES: [ will assist the Minister to
find the money. The only way that this money
ean be tound is by a tax upon the unimproved
value of land. This will throw the lands of
the State into use. There is a vast quantity
of unimproved land lying within a few miles
of the metropolitan area. Whilst this land is
lying idle, and whilst it continues to be an
absolute menace to the future of the State,
settlers are being forced farther and farther
back into areas which are practieally wnap-
proachable, but which are taxable by the
railways in respect to the freights and

farezs which are imposed upon the
goods of the farmer. It appears from
the Taxation Commissioner’s fignres that

we have in this State unimproved land
to the wvalue of only about 19 million
pounds. It has, however, been shown
by the ‘“West Australian’’ and by other
people that the value of this land is nearer
40 million pounds, I believe that up to now
the true value of the lands of the State has
never teally been arrived at, and until our
Jands are valued we shall not have taken
stock of the taxable property that we have
in the State. As things now are, a man pos-
sessing a property puts in a return to the
Taxation Departmment year after year, and I
for one wish we could see an end to such a
practice. I have no doubt that there are
business men in the city to whom it costs
more to get out their taxation returns every
year than jt does to keep their ordinary
book-keeping account. There is no other
State of the Commonwealth in which it is
necessary to make this return year after
year, and this fact is mainly due to our not
having a proper valuation of our lands upon
which a tax ean be based. The member for
York (Mr. Griffiths) said he could not apgree
to an increase in freights and fares. Surely
he cannot be acquainted with the findings
of the junta of the Country party, which de-
cided that it could not countenance the de-
termination of the Government, during the
final months of last year, to raise freighta
and fares, and that consequently the Govern-
ment had to do as they were ordered. and
abandon the idea. The producer paye
freights on the products that he sends to the
eity, and on the commodities tbat he takes

[COUNCIL.]

back to his holding. The railway charges are
entirely a class tax upon the tarmer.

Hon. W, €, Angwin: it is the consumer
who pays the tax.

Mr. Johnston: The farmer pays the lot.

Mr. JONES: I fear that the producer pays
more a8 far as railway charges are concerned
than the ordinary consumer. Railway con-

struction has increased the value of the
lands affected by it.

Mr. Johpston: As well as the lands in
Perth.

Mr. JONES: Qur railways have increased
the value of land wot oanly in Perth, but iu
every other town in the State. 'This is not
the only thing, of course, which has increased
the value of land. The erection of a house
or factory on a block of land enhances the
value of a wvacant bleck adjoining, just as
the cultivation of land by the farmer will in-
crease the value of the unimproved land
Iying mext to it. It is a just thing that the
value of unimproved land, to which the
owner has contributed nothing, but which
has heen ereated by the community, should
belong to the community, and if the Gov-
ernment would take that matter up the
Minister for Works would find sufficient
fundg with which to carry on the pgreat
schemes he has for regenerating the Siate.
An unimproved land tax would bring land
inte cultivation, would encourage industry,
and would eventnally prove an infallible
means for providing employment, and foster-
ing that spirit of true economy which 1
should like to see the Governmeni taking up
on the next Estimates,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reparted.

Hounse adjourned at 10.15 pm.
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The PRESIDENT togk the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1. Rabbit Ae¢t Amendment.
2. Vermin Boards Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Colonial Secretary,



